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TO THE 
FELLOWS, SCHOLARS, axv STUDENTS - 
OF Wy 


TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN: 


GENTLEMEN, 


HAVE always-regarded it as an ineſtimable ad- 

vantage, that I had an opportunity of attending 
the Lectures of the late molt able Profeſſors of Di- 
vity, Doctors Forſyth, Dabzac, and Uſher; the laſt- 
mentioned of whom adjudged to me the firſt pre- 
mium for Divinity, given in the claſs to which [ 
belonged. I beg leave to preſent to you the follow- 
ing Treatiſe; I have only to regret that it is not 
more worthy to meet the eye of your learned body, 
and that of the Public, If I have been able to com- 
bat the errors of Deiſts and Sectaries with any ſuc- 
ceſs, I aſcribe the merit, under Providence, to the 
excellent ſyſtem of education eſtabliſhed in the Uni- 
verſity of Dublin, which, I truſt, will ever prove a 
ſtrong bulwark of the ſound doctrine eſtabliſhed f in 
our Religion, as founded on Scripture. 


. | With the utmoſt reſpect and eſteem, 
I have the honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your faithful 
Humble ſervant, | 


DANIEL, MeNEI IE. 
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P:R E F A 


HEN I firſt heard that Mr. Paine had written a Trea- 


tiſe on RELIGION, I did not find that my curiolity 
was at all excited. From ſome former produCtions of his 


pen 1 apprehended that he did not poſſeſs information ſuffi- 


cient to qualify him for the momentous inveſtigation; I there- 


fore omitted to procure the book, until I heard it much 
| talked of, and, by ſome, extolled in the higheſt ſtrains of 


panegyric, as an unanſwerable argument for infidelity. 1 
ſtill doubted the truth of this repreſentation, becauſe I was of 


opinion that yery little could be added to what had already 
been written on the ſubject, particularly by a man who was 
ignorant of al! the ancient languages; and who had, in a 
former publication, acquainted the world, that when he was 
only ſixteen years old he ran away from his friends, and en- 
tered on board a ſhip. Still, however, Mr. Paine was quoted 
to me as the redoubted champion of Deiſm, who had laid 
Revelation proſtrate in the duſt. I then determined to judge 
for myſelf ; and, as a great favour, a gentleman lent me the 
book to read, for I could not get a copy from the 1 
for ſome conſiderable time after. 
In leſs than ten minutes after I began to read, I was con- 
vinced that the opinion I had entertained was not erroneous, 
and felt no ſmall ſhare of aſtoniſhment, mixed with contempt, 
at the weakneſs of the Author, whoſe ſelf-ſufficiency prompte 


ed him to adduce aſſertion for argument, and dograatiſhy 14 
diſcuſſion. 
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ſevered, J ſhould be obliged to tranſcribe a large proportion 
of the book, and that it would exceed the limits of a few 
ſheets of paper, which was all I originally intended to fill. 
I then made a determination to reply at large, but without 


the intention of publiſhing, if any anſwer ſhould appear in 


the mean time to anticipate me. Three Replies have ſince 

appeared, but, to my mind, they are truly objectionable in 

ſome, eſſential. points. 8 | 3 1 
Since I became acquainted 5 0 deiſtical writings 1 have 


always been of opinion, that one effectual mode of anſwer- 
ing them is to oppoſe to them the poſitive evidence for Reve- 


lation (excluſive of anſwering the ſeveral objeQions urged); 
for that once having been ſhown to be concluſive, the ob- 
jections of. cavillers vaniſh, In the Treatiſe which follows 
this Preface.I have taken the opportunity, from Mr. Paine 


| having ſaid, that the Jewiſh, Chriſtian, and Mabometan re- 


ligions were equally falſe, to ſhow the fallacy of his argu- 
ments, and have given a ſhort view of the evidence for 


_ Chriſtianity, which, I am of opinion, is ſufficient to ſatisfy 


any unprejudiced mind, which will give that attention to the 


momentous ſubject its wa portance PEN every foul of 


man. "I - 12 * 
How far 1 have "Re Ras in 1 0 10 Is ride, 

it is not for me to affirm ; but if I have ſailed, the blame i 1s 

not to be imputed to the ſubject, but to the writer. It need 


ſcarcely be mentioned that volumes have been written on 


the ſubject, and that conſequently L cannot be ſo vain and 
abſurd as to profeſs to the world, that a ſmall pamphlet can 
poſſibly contain a full and perfect diſcuition 3 - but, I. truſts. 1 
have demonſtrated, that Mr. Paine is entirely unqualiſied to 
write on the ſubject, and that he has totally failed in his at- 


tack on religion. Excluſive of the objection to the three 


Replies which have already appeared to Age of Reaſon, that 
2 ä ne 


As I read, I made notes of | what appeared abſurd, but, in 
_ a. ſhort time, they multiplied fo faſt, that I found, if I per- 


Law 1 
none of them contains a ſummary of the poſitive evidence for 
Chriſtianity, there are other defects viſible. The firſt anſwer 
which appeared comes from a gentleman hackneyed in the 
tenets of Prieſtley, and contains ſentiments as derogatory to 
Chriſtianity, and as abhorrent from Scripture, as any thing 
Paine or any other Deiſt has written. n is a ſerious 
charge, but I undertake to prove it. 

As this gentleman has written in defence of nen 
I have only to oppoſe its authority to his unfounded dogmas. 
He ſays, That creed of Chriſtian churches which acknow- 
< ledges Jeſus Chriſt to be God, and the Holy Ghoſt to he 
« God, is a fundamental violation of all theology. But true 
| theology has revealed this very doctrine. Suffice it briefly to 
mention, that Chriſt me his divinity, in that controverſy 
with the Jews, John, viii. 56. where he tells them, “ Abra- 
tc ham rejoicedto ſee my day; he ſaw it, and was glad. Then 
* ſaid the Jews unto. him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, 
« and haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
ce Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 
Upon the authority of this text I take my ſtand; and defy all 
the Socinians in the univerſe to deny, that it * demo- 
liſhes their blaſphemous ſyſtem. N . 
The ſame St. John, i. 5. ſays, © In the Er GINNING was 
6 the Word, and the Word was with God; and the Word WAS 
« GOD. , The ſame was in the beginning with God. All 
©« things were made BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM 
« was not any thing made that was made; and again, verſe 
14, « The woRrD was made FLESH, and dwelt among us;“ 
and again, xiv. 8. * Philip ſaith unto him, Lord, ſhow us the 
Father, and it ſuſſiceth.. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Have Ibeen o 
« long time with you, and yet haſt thou notknown ME, Philip?“ 
The firſt: chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is equally e- 
plicit in declaring this doctrine, which is further eſtabliſhed 
in the. firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, iii. 16. And without con- 
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188 3 . is the myſtery of tt Gov was mani- 


« feſt in the FLESH.“ Likewiſe in the Revelations, i. 11. 
Jam Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt.” 
To any man who believes in the Scriptures as the revealed 
word of God, theſe expreſs declarations muſt unequivocally 
eſtabliſh the truth, that Jeſus Chriſt is God and not mere man. 


' The divinity of the Holy Ghoſt is in like manner to be 


proved: For this purpoſe we have to conſult the following 
paſſages : : John, xiv. 16. © I will pray the Father, and he 
* ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 


. © you ſor ever; even the Sy1R1T of truth;” and again in 
the ſame chapter, 26th verſe, The Comforter, which is the 


« HoL.y GrosT, whom the Father will ſend in my name, 


„ Hx ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
© remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you; and again, 


in the fifteenth chapter, 26th verſe, When the Comforter 
“ig come, whom I will ſend unto ou from the Father, even 


e the Spirit of truth, ns proceedeth from the Father, Rx 


11 ſhall teſtify of -me ;” and again in the fixteenth chapter, 
13th verſe, When Hr the Spirit of W is n HE will 
& guide you into all truth.” 
In the Acts of the en ane verſe 1 Andes 
is ſaid to have „lied to the Hol GnosT;” and in the 


fourth verſe, to have «© lied unTo Gop;“ and again in the 
chirteenth chapter, zd verſe, The HoLy Gnoser ſaid, 
Separate ME Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
* have called them; and in the fourth verſe” it is bald, | 
They were ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt? “ 


St. Paul's benediction to the Corinthians nr 4 un- 


noticed, viz. © Tur GRACE Or THE Lok JEsUs CRRIST, 
* AND THE Love oF Gop, AND THE CoMMUNYON or 
run HoLy Gnosr, Br wiTH YOU” ATL. St. John 


ſays in his ſirſt Epiſtle, ſifth chapter, and 5th verſe, There 
© are ver: that bear reed in Heaven, the Father, the 
2 5 8 FR = 6. Word, 


+, .& +8806 DB 
« Word, and the Holy. Ghoſt.” The concluding: part of 
the verſe has been conteſted as an interpolation, __ there- 
fore I do not quote it. pb 2. | . 
I cannot poſſibly imagine how any man can admit the au- 
© thority of Scripture, and yet ſhut his eyes to the expreſs light 
the foregoing paſſages give us of the divinity of Chriſt, and 

of the Holy Ghoſt 3; although human faculties cannot com- 
prehend the manner in which this union of perſons in the 

Godhead exiſts, any more than they can comprehend the . | 

| gt: of the attraction of gravitation. 

Whatever may be the abilities and learning of the ths 
man who firſt replied to Mr. Paine, he has ſhown himſelf a 
miſerable unſound expounder of Seripture. This will fur- 
ther appear in examining another groſs blunder he has com- 
mitted; he ſays, that © the immaculate conception of Fes, 
by the Holy Spirit, conſtitutes no effential article of hig 
- &K creed, and certainly reſts on much weaker evidence than 

| 1 other important fact of all the Goſpels.“ 5 

IJ Fo diſcover the truth of this poſition, it is merely neceſ- 
47 to refer to the firſt chapter of St. Matthew, and the firſt 
and ſecond chapters of St. Luke, and it will then be plain 
to the reader, that the important facts of the crucifixion and 
eſurrection of Chriſt Jeſus are not more expreſly and cir- 
eumſtantially related by the /ame Evangeliſts, than the ac- 
eount of the immaculate conception; and it reſts with that 
gentleman to explain what privilege he poſſeſſes to reject the 
expreſs declarations of Scripture in one inſtance, as it may ſuit 
_ his purpoſe, when they militate againſt Arianiſm and Soci- 
nianiſm, and yet admit the authority of the . writers 

of che ſame Scripture in other points. 5 

The ſame gentleman further aſſerts, that * No 8 
40 rules of interpretation, and no circumſtances of the Jewiſn 
« or Chriſtian ſyſtems, make ir neceſſary for us to regard the 
Devil or Satan in any other light than that of an allegori- 

* cal character.“ Here n this writer expreſiy ſets up 
e | "T's | himſelf 


J 12 3. SEE 15 
himſelf againſt: the word of God; ſor Chriſt fays to che Jews, 
ee Ye are of your father the Devil, and the Tuſts of your ſa- 


ther ye will do: He was a murderer from the beginning, 


et and abode not in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in 
< him,” John, viii. 44, It is not eaſy to conceive. how an 
e character, or a perſonification, as this Author further 


_ calls the Devil, could be a murderer. If we turn to the 


fourth chapter of St. Matthew, we ſhall find it ſtill harder 


to conceive how an allegorical character or perſonification ſhould 


bold. a converſation with Chriſt, ſhould quote Scripture, (as 
ſome of the Devil's children can do to this hour), ſhould ſet 
our Saviour on a pinnacle of the Temple, ſhould take him up 
into an exceeding high mountain, and ſhow him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory of them. But when men 


are determined to wreſt the plaineſt expreſſions of the word 
of truth to their unchriſtian ſyſtems, there is no end to their 
Ampious abſurdities, as will further appear plainly by the laſt 


"remark this gentleman makes on Mr. Paine's pamphlet. He 
coincides with that Deiſt in ridiculing the hiſtory of Jonah, 
and compares it to a ſtory he had heard of a black boy falling 
From a ſhip into the ſea, and being devoured by a ſhark, and 


'of the ſame ſhark being taken immediately; and, on his be- 


ing opened, the boy was found i in the ſtomach, eating his 
bread and cheeſe, which he had in his 3 when he fell 


overboard, 8 F 6 


i this man n be . eser in bis heljet: of am 


; how can he overlook the authority of Jeſi us, the author and 


finiſher-of our faith? St. Matthew, in the twelftk chapter 


and thirty-eighth verſe, thus records of him: © Then certain 


cc of the Scribes and Phariſees an ſwered, fayin 2 Maſter, We 


would ſee a ſign from thee z but he anſwered, and ſaid to 
them, An evil and adulterous generation ſecketh' after a 
„ fign3 and there ſhall be no ſign given it, but the ſign of 
A che Prophet Jonas: For AS Jonas WAS THREE DAYS 


cc AND 


* 


L 3 1 


. A THREE NIGHTS IN THE WHALE'S BELLY; fo ſhall 
the Son of Man be three days and three nights in Songs "ReNs 
«of the earth.” 

I cannot conjecture wht may be the feelings of any other 
man; but as a believer 'in © Chriſt crucified, as the power 
of God and the wiſdom of God,” I would not be the au- 
thor of the above-mentioned incer for «l the wy * wy 
Power this world. contains. 


From theſe brief remarks on this gentleman's reply, it p- ; 


pears that he is a perverter of Scripture, and that Thomas 
Paine himſelf is not farther removed from a knowledge of 


the truth; and every CHRISTIAN will i exclaim with the 


; Nox TALT AUXILI0 NEC DEFENSORIBUS 18718. | 


-_» 


The ſecond anſwer which appeared to Mr. Paine is ano- 
nymous. Suffice it to ſay briefly of it, that the writer has 
not met Mr. Paine on his own grounds, which is neceſſary i in 

combating any deiſtical writer. The third anſwer is anony- 
mous. The author thinks that the Chriſtian religion is in 
danger of being overturned in Europe ; ; and confounds Chriſ- 
tianity with Popery. He may calm his apprehenſjons with 
the expreſs declarations of Chriſt, who ſays, that © The gates 
« of hell {ball not prevail againſt his church ; and though 
. heaven and earth paſs aways his word ſhall not paſs 
60 away.“ 


Ss 


It is a vile derogation from the power and wiſdons of 


God, to ſay that his religion ſtands in need of human fup- 
port. It has exiſted in all countries, and under all forms of 
government ; and to fay that it © muſt necefſatily” be up- 
held by any one, is contrary to hiſtoric fact, and to the actual 
ſituation of che church of Chriſt at this moment. Will any 
man ptetend to ſay, that there are not Chriſtians” in every 
quarter of the habitable globe? And are Er W two ebun- 
tries * * * 50 elt en ene 
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The Nei en of Jeſus will prevail until « « the earth ſhall be 
« full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the ſea.” Whether this laſt-mentioned gentleman, who 


calls himſelf a Churchman, be a © Papiſt, or a © Proteſt- 


ec ant, I am at a loſs to determine; but this is not a mat- 


ter of much moment to the world; to himſelf it is of ſome 


conſequence that he © halt not between two opinions.” He 
confeſſes that there are ſome ſuperſtitions mixed with the 
Popiſh belief.; therefore he cannot be a Papiſt, for no Papiſt 


allows that there is any imperfeQtion j in his faith : But again 


he ſpeaks of Popery as religion ; therefore he. cannot be a 
Proteſtant; for Proteſtants expreſly avow that Popery is 
antichriſtianiſm, and prove the faQ from Scripture. 

But what are theſe ſuperſtitions of Popery ? Are they not 
eftabliſhing the idolatrous worſhip of faints and images, in 
place of the worſhip of Jeſus ? Have they not an office of 
prayer, in which they intreat the Virgin Mary to command 


her Son to grant their petitions ? Is it not the practice of 


Popery to worſhip a bit of bread as God, and to. complete 
the abſurdity, to eat it as the very body of Chriſt, which the 
Scriptures tell us is in heaven? Does not Popery ſet up a 
ſatisfaction for ſin, by the doctrine of purgatory, in oppoſi- 
tion to the all-ſufficient ſacrifice of the Saviour of the world, 
by which only is there remiſſion of fin ? Is not the pardon of 
fin ſold for money, by the force of pretended indulgences d 


Are not diſtinctions of meats obſerved, as meritorious, wh 


though Chriſt ſays that it is not what goof into the voy” 


which defileth it? 


Do not the articles of the Church of England N 
inden theſe idle dreams of human invention as contradic- 
tory to the word of God? Do not the tenets of every Fro- | 


teſtant church directly give them the lie 2 Are ep! not Vis 


olations of the word of God? 9 


— —— . — — ̃ —-à—— . ³¹¹ . . EE 


13 
15 Popery be fo harmleſs a thing, what fools were not John v3 
Huſs, Jerome of Prague, Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, and 
the other martyrs of Jeſus, at the time of the Reformation, 
to ſurrender their bodies to devouring flames, kindled by Po- 
piſh bigotry ? But ſome will ſay that this bigotry is done 
away, and Popery is changed from what it formerly was. 
How does this appear? Has there been repealed, or diſa- 
vowed, a fingle decree of the Council of Trent? Is not the 
practice of Popery the ſame it ever was, only on a ſmaller 
ſcale? Does not the Inquiſition exiſt, in all its horror, in 
Spain and Italy? Have ſix months elapſed ſince a man was 
put to death with torture. in Naples, for © high treaſon 
« apainſt the Almighty ;” for ridiculing the abſurdity of a 
wafer being God ? Have we not heard of the head of St. Ja- 
nuarius carried out to ſtop the late irruptions of Mount Ve- 
ſuvius; and the body of another tutelar ſaint, called Carlos, 
expoſed to the adoration of the populace in another town in 
Italy (Bologna I think), that a ſtop might be put to the pro- 
greſs of the French ? Now I aſk where is the eſſential differ-. 
ence between the 1 and a . Popery, and had of } 
Heatheniſm ? _ | 
For my part 1 ſee the cloſeſt, ſtrongeſt reſertiblabey be- 
tween both ſyſtems; and I defy any man to deny the fact, 
and bring argument to his aid, If Popery be leſs ſanguinaty 
than formerly, the wonderful change is not due to any re- 
formation in the tenets or practice of its adherents, but to 
the diminution of its power, which God effected by the Re- 
formation. Let us therefore hear no more of Popery as reli- 
gion, unleſs it be deſcribed as it truly is, a vile corruption, of * 


| Chriſtianity, which the hand of God is now almoſt viſihly# 


diſplayed in deſtroying, according to the prophecy of his holy 
Apoſtle John. Let us obey the voice from heaven, which 
gives us this ſolemn admonition, © Come out of her my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye re- 
e ceive not of her plagues: For her ſins have reached unto 
2 „ heaven, 


hy 
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* 
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55M . and God hath remembered her * 12 


Rev. xviii. 

I cannot conclude this Preface without entrrating all who 
profeſs to believe in Chriſt, to be diligent in ſearching the 
Scriptures, for they contain the words of eternal life. Life 
and immortality have been brought to light through the Goſ- 


pel; let us walk honeſtly in the light. Chriſt has foretold 


that, before his ſecond coming, there would be a great fall- 
ing away. This prophecy we ſee now fulfilled. Ders u, 
ARIANISM, and SOCINIANISM, have made a fearful pro- 
grels ; and there is reaſon to apprehend that they will extend 


yet farther. “ Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, and of 


«the ſea, for the devil is come down unto you, having great 


« wrath, becauſe. he knoweth that he hath but a ſort time. od 
Rer. xii. 12. 


Anotber fign of the times is, the appearance of « falſe 


&« prophets and falſe ſpirits.” But Chriſt ſays, © Immedi- 
« ately after the tribulation of thoſe days, will be the appear- 


Lance of the Son of Man, coming in the clouds of heaven, 
« with power and great glory. And he ſhall ſend his angels 


« with a great ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall gather to- 


« gether his elect from the four winds, from the one end of 


heaven to the other,” Matth. xxiv. 24, to the end. 


In that day when we ſhall appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, may all who call on his name be preſented 
without ſpot or wrinkle, in the white robes. of righteouſneſs, - 
waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, ſlain for the fins of the 
whole world before the foundation thereof. Her WHICH 


- TESTIFJETH THESE THINGS, SAITH, OURELY I coME 


QYVICKLY. AMEN, EVEN so, cou, LoRD JESUs. _ 
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"FIER = fall diſcultion hind che evidences. 
for the truth of the Chriſtian Revelation have | 
undergone; after the able replies which have, from ht 
1 time to time, been made to the works of unbeliexers 5 
as they have ſtarted up; after the ſubject appeared to 
| have been exhauſted; it was not to be expected that 
any freſh attack. would have been made ; or, if there 9 
ſhould, \that new ground would haye bee taken : 2 
That as the ſneeriog cavils of Voltaire, the ſobtilyx 
of Hume, the ſophiſtry of Bolingbroke, the miſtate- 
ment of hiſtoric facts, and miſconſtruction of ancient 
authors, by Gibbon, had been ſeyerally expoſed, ——. | 
tear e confuted , eee, Meile mige e 
2 h 
| See Tk toy view of Deiſtical Writets; The Alta 5 
this and Neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revelation, by the ſame 
* SHERLOCK's Trial of the Witneſſes ; WzsT on the Reſurrection; 
Lok LyYTTELToON on the Converſion: and Apoltleſhip of St. 
Paul; Warsox's Apology; and, LETTERS Or CERTAIN Jews: 


To VoLTaIRE—The laſt· mentioned work 1 is laid to come from the = - v 
2 of a French —_— | . 
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have ſeen the ſolly of obtruding on the mocks, . 
jections to religion whieh had been already proved | 


to be unfounded. But in vain does the reader, con- 


verſant in deiſtical writings, look for freſh matter in 


Mr. Paine's late publication, which be is pleaſed to 
call the Ace of Reason,—a very high-ſounding. 


title indeed; as if all mankind had been enveloped in 
darkneſs, totally unenlightened by a ray of the 


knowledge of the one true God, until the Age of 


Reaſon commenced by the appearance of Mr, Paine's 
book, which is to work a miraculous revolution, by 
leading men from error to truth, from delufion to cer- 
talnty. But it is ratller extraordinary that, with much 
feurriffty, Mr. Paine has'done little elſe than repeat 


the flale othectichs of the deiftieat writers above men- 
fioned. I hould find it no difficult matter to probe 


thi s by com pa aring his words with theirs ;' 1 Hall con- 
tent myſelf with Rating the fact, as 400 perfon who 
choſes to take the trouble may farisfy himſelf by hav- 
ing tecourſe to their works, If it mould be aſked 
here, why 1 have undertaken a reply to Mr. Paine, 


If it be true that he "has only mide'gbjeQiohs to Re- 
velation which are not new, and which have already 


been refuted, the anſwer ; is obvibus—Maty perſons 
Will read Mr. Paine's book, who probably have never 
heard of thoie illuſtrious Writers, who have vindi- 


cated the truth of Chriſtianity ſrom the ſophiſtry of 


pretended philoſophers: Therefore it ſcems neceſſary 


that there ſhould accompany ir a brief conſutation of 


the errors with which it moſt plenrifully abounds, as 


many who will read it will not have the opportu- 
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nity, many will not take the trouble, of conſulting 


the works of thoſe learned men who have ſo ably 


_ defended the Chriſtian Revelation. 


There is ſo little method obſerved by Mr. Paine, ſo 


. tools and deſultory are his arguments, or rather his aſ- 
ſertions, that it is not eaſy to reduce them to any order · 


I ſhall, therefore, through neceſſity, in general ſtate 
his objections i in the order in which they ſtand, and 


then reply to them, having firſt taken notice of what 


he ſays he believes, which belief is expreſſed in the 
beginning and the end of his production. He ſays : 


50 in the beginning, © believe in one God, and no 


« more; and I hope for happineſs beyond this life. 
« believe the equality of Man, and I believe that 
te religious duties conſiſt in doing Juſtice, loving 


% mercy, and endeavouring to make our fellow-crea- 


« tures happy.” In the end he ſays, © I trouble not 


„ myſelf about the manner of future exiſtence. 1 
s content myſelf with believing, even to poſitive con- 


« viction, that the Power which gave me exĩſtence is 
« able to continue it in any form and manner he 
<< pleaſes, either with or without this body; and. it 
appears more probable to me that I ſhall continue 
* to exiſt hereafter, than that I ſhould have had exiſt- 
6 ence, as I now have, before that exiſtence began.“ 

Upon this creed of Mr. Paine, I have only briefly 


to remark, that in every civilized nation in Europe 
the exiſtence of one God, and a future fate," are uni- 
verſally believed; but if we look into ancient hiſtory, 


we have the moſt inconteſtable proofs that a multi- 


er of idols were worſhipped by every nation un- 


„ | der 


„ 
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der heaven, except the Jewiſh people, who alone had 
the knowledge of one true God, and that all the 


philoſophers of antiquity were in doubt as to the 


_ certainty of a future ſtate, previous to the coming of 
CnrisT, as may be ſeen ar large by conſulting 
. Ciczro's treatiſe of the Nature of the Gods. So 
true it is that life and immortality have been brought 


to light through the Goſpel : Therefore the diffuſion 


of the. knowledge of one God, and the belief of 4 
future ſtate, are to be aſcribed to that very revela- 
tion, by which theſe j 1mportant truths are ſo fully ex- 
| preſſed, and which is the object of Mr. Paine's at- 
| tack, although he himſelf, in common with the reſt 
of mankind, from that ſource derives any knowledge | 

he poſſeſſ:s on the ſubject. In like manner Revelation 
teaches, that God made all mankind of one family, 6 
and it is the diſtinguiſhing character of Chriſtianity, 1 
that it ſtrictly enjoins the loving gur neighbour as 
| ourſelves, 
Mr. Paine baving tated what he believes, pro- 
ceeds to tell us what he does not believe. He ſays, 
do not believe in the creed profeſſed by the 
85 Jewiſh church, by the Roman church, by the 


© Greek church, by the Turkiſh church, by the 


cc Proteſtant church, nor by any church that J know 
ce of, My own mind is my. own church. All na- 
« tional inſtitutions of churches, whether Jewiſh, 
1 Christian, or Turkiſh, appear to me no other than 


te human inventions ſet up to terrify and enſlave man- 
& kind, and monopolize power or profit,” In the 
next page he lays, Every national church or reli- 

gion 


* 
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ec gion has eſtabliſhed itſelf by pretending Gi ſpe- 
ce cial miſſion from God ' communicated to certain 
ce individuals. The Jews have their Moſes z. the 
«© Chriſtians their Jeſus Chriſt, the Apoſtles and 
1 Saints; and the Turks their Mahomet; as if the 
«© way to God was not open to every man alike.“ 
I äcannot conceive how any man can pteſume to 
fit down and write on a ſubject of which he is ſo ig- 
norant as Mr. Paine appears to be of his, from the 
preceding extracts. 
The Mahometan religion was propagated by che 
ſword, and was calculated for conqueſt; but this ob- 
jection cannot be made to the Jewiſh or Chriſtian 
religions, nor could the inſtruments employed to 
eſtabliſh them have any ſiniſter motive. Moſes eſta- 
bliſhed a form of government among the Jews, which 
did not give any power to his poſterity, nor was he 
diſtinguiſhed from his countrymen by wealth or diſ- 
tinction, except the diſtinction of greater labour. 
The tribe to which Moſes belonged had no inherit- 
ance among the children of Iſrael, and his deſcend- 
ants were in no one thing diſtinguiſhed from the r | 
of the Levites. It is ee neceſſary to ſay a wor — 
on the motives and circumſtances of Chriſt and —_ CE 
Apoſtles ; any perſon who opens the New Teſtament 
' muſt ſee that they could not have it in contemplation 
to © terrify and to enſlave mankind, and monopolize * 
power and profit :” For Chriſt ſays expreſsly, that 
his kingdom was not of this world; and his expe 
proved the truth of this declaration. He forewarned 
bis diſciples of the hatred,  wherewith men — 
hate 
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hate ehem without a cavks; that they ſhould be per. 
ſtceuted even to death, and their enemies ſhould ima- 


gine that they were doin g acceptable ſervice to God. 


If, therefore, any national church be a © human in- 
vention ſet up to terrify and enſlave mankind, and 
* monopolize power and profit,” that church de- 
parts from the precepts of genuine Chriſtianity, 
mew does not authoriſe any ſuch proceeding- 
Mr. Paine ſeems to be ſo well pleaſed with himſelf, 
hw he difdains to have recourſe to inveſtigation 
on any fubject: He himſelf ſays in the very work 
now under diſcuſſion, that there are * two diſtinct 
„ claffes of what are called thoughts; thoſe that we 
< produce in ourſclves by reflection and the act of 
thinking, and thoſe that bolt into the mind of their 


V oun accord.” He fays, © I have always made it 


< 2a rule to treat thoſe voluntary viſitors with civility, 
taking care to examine, as well as I was able, if 
.* they were worth entertaining; and it is from them 
«I have acquired almoſt all the knowledge that I 
« have.” In truth it appears that Mr. Paine's ability 


M examining his thoughts is very feeble, or he would 


have eaſily diſtinguiſhed between the genuine pre- 
cepts and doctrines of Chriſtianity, as recorded in 
the writings of the Evangeliſts and Apeſtles, and the 
corruptions which ſome national churches have in- 


troduced. 


Perhaps he thinks that this kind of inſpiration, which 
he pretends to (for, before I read his book, I-thought 
with John Locke, that all our ideas ariſe from ſenſa- 
tion and reflection), ſuperſedes the neceſſity of in- 


Oy" | 
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quity, Certain it is, from his own account, his igs 
norance or miſtake of his ſubject muſt arife either 
from the natare of his thoughts or his watt of ability 


to examine them; but if he had deigned to conſalt 


authority on the fubject, he would have found that 
every writer of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, from Buſrbius 
down to Moſheim, attributes the decay of pure Ohriſ. 
tianity to its eftabliſhment in temporal power by Cons 
ſtantine and his ſueceſſors. He would have ſeen that 
Chriſtianity ſubſiſted above three hundred years under 
the moſt malignant perſecutions of the ruling powers 
of the earth; its profeſſors were dragged to torture and 
to death, during that period, for confeſſing that they 


were Chriſtians; therefore their faith was not a ſyſtemm 
<« ſet up to terrify or enſlave mankind, and monapo- - 


_ « lize pun and profit.” Need it be mentioned that 
their blood, except s 
the way to God is open to every man alike, we have 


only to conſider the groſs ignorance'of the moſt po- 


liſned nations of antiquity in religious truth, and the 
knowledge of God; and the ſtate of thoſe countries 


of the earth which remain unenlightened by the 
Goſpel at this day. Bur of this I ſhall ſay more 


hereafter. 

Mr. Paine ſays, that ei when ad 
«to religion, is ſomething communicated immediately 
© from God to man.” He ſays further, No one 
< will deny or diſpute the power of the Almighty'to 


make ſuch a communication, if he pleaſes.“ I 


perfedtly agree with Mr. Paine in this laſt ſentiment; 
| | but 


8 he truth of their miſſion with. 
k. John? Todiſcover how far 
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but bi ſays, that Admitting chat ſomething has 


&« been revealed to a certain perſon, and not revealed 
to any other perſon, it is revelation to that perſon 
ce only: When he tells it to a ſecond perſon, a ſecond 
«'toa third, a third to a fourth, and ſo on, it ceaſes to 
<« be revelation to all thoſe perſons. It is revelation - 
to the firſt perſon only, and hearſay to every other; 
e and n they are not obliged to believe 
ce it. It certainly is true, that although a perſon 
may have had a revelation from God, I am not bound 
to believe his are aſſertion of the fad; but if the pur- 
port of that revelation be to call men to the pure 
adoration of God, to works of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs; and if the perſon, in confirmation of his aſſer- 
tion, ſhall perform ſuch wondrous works as are evi- 
denily beyond human ability if a man four days in 
the grave be raiſed to life; if one born blind be made 
to ſee; if one lame from his mother's womb be made 
to walk when deſired; and ſuch wonderful things be 
frequently wrought in confirmation of a revelation, 
ſuch as I have ſtated, where there cannot be any 
ſelfiſh motive to actuate the perſon, but rather every 
conſideration of perſonal ſafety to prevent him—1 
cannot attribute theſe things to any power but the 
finger of God maniſeſtly diſplayed. If I have not 
ſeen thoſe events, but live poſterior to them, then 
the hiſtoric and other evidence muſt be the ſubject 
matter of diſcuſſion, and, according to the credibility, 
I am to decide, To this main point we ſhall come 
preſently, ; 


- 


- The 


{23630 
The looſeneſs and inaccuracy of Mr. Paine is vi- 
ſible in every ſtep, and particularly when he ſays, 
ce When Moſes told the children of Iſrael that he 
« received the two tables of the commandments from 
the hand of God, they were not obliged to believe 
him, becauſe they had no other authority for it 
ec than his telling them ſo, and I have no other au- 
tc thority for it than ſome hiſtorian telling me ſo, 
ce the commandments carrying no internal evidence 
ce of divinity with them.“ Here Mr. Paine poſitively 
aſſerts that the Jews had no authority (as he terms it) 
for believing Moſes, than his ze//ing them ſuch and 
| ſuch things; but he might have condeſcended to 
give us ſome argument in ſupport of his opinion, for 
bold unqualified aſſertion is no argument, nor can it 
Prove a negative propoſition, 

But had Moſes been unable to give any proof in 
ſupport of his declaration, that the commandments '©0— + 
were delivered to him by the Almighty ; had the 
children of Iſrael ſeen no extraordinary manifeſtation 
of ſupernatural power diſplayed before them; it is not 

very probable, indeed it is abſurd to think it poſſible, 
that they ſhould believe the bare aſſertion of any 
man, or that their poſterity ſhould to this day follow 
the ordinances of that man, unleſs he had, by incon- 
teſtable evidence, proved the reality of his miſſion ro 
their fathers. = 

A parallel is next attempted to be drawn between 


the promulgation of the Mahometan religion, and 
the TON and Chriſtian : 


D Ee When 


L 26 1 
8 When I am told that the Koran was written in 
&© heaven, and brought to Mahouiet by an angel, the 
& account comes to near the ſame kind of hearſay 
evidence and ſecond-hand authority as the former. 
ce] did nor ſee the angel myſelf, and therefore! have 
. * a right not to believe it. When I am alſo told that 
a woman ſaid, or gave our, that ſhe was with child 
ce without any cohabitation with a man, and that her 
ce berrothed huſband, J ſeph, ſaid that an ange] told 
ee him ſo, have a right to believe them or not. Such 
a circumſtance required a much ſtronger evi- 
cc dence than their bare word for it; but we have not 
even this, for neither Joſeph nor Mary wrote any 
ee ſuch matter themſelves. It is only reported by 
ce others that they ſaid ſo. It is h-arſay upon hear- 
* ſay; and I do not chuſe to reſt my belief upon ſuch 
te evidence.” From this extract it appears that Mr. 
Paine looks upon the Chriſtian and Jewiſh Revela- 
tions as human inventions, as well as che religion of a 
Mahomet. | 
The religion of Mahomet, every perſon acquaint- 
ed with hiſtory knows was propagated by the ſword. 
Mahomet did not give his followers any proof of his 
miſſion, he barely told them that he was divinely 
commiſſioned; in his hiſtory it is not pretended that 
any perſon ſaw the angel who, he ſaid, brought him 
the Koran from heaven; therefore Mr, Paine is cer- 


- , tainly right not to believe the aſſertion, unaccom- 


panied as it is with any collateral proof, particularly 
when the doctrines of the Koran, the internal. evi- 


L % | 
dence, is conſidered. That it was intended as an in- 
citement to conqueſt, cannot be denied; for to all his 
followers who ſhould fall in battle paradiſe is pro- 
miſed. That it addreſſed. itſelf to the vices of men, by 
allowing polygamy, is equally evident to any perſon 
who will open the book; and the future n pro- 

miſed are ſenſual in the extreme. 
Previouſly to Mahomet's pretending to a miſſion 
from heaven, he was in opulent circumſtances. He 
had married a rich widow; he himſelf had traverſed 
the Eaſtern countries with merchandiſe, and was well 
acquainted with the genius of the inhabitants, who 
were ſunk in, the moſt deplorable ignorance; and fit 
objects for a daring impoſtor to practiſe on. Yet 
we find that oppoſition was made to him by the 
Arabs, and he was obliged to fly from Mecca; nor 
did he return thither but with force of arms, and by | 
theſe means was his religion propagated. The only 
pauublic miracle which he pretended to work, in con- 
firmation of his miſſion, was the clumſy trick of a 
dove trained to pick a pea out of his ear; and he 
told his ſtupid followers that this dove communi- 
| cated the divine will to him. Amidſt an heap of 
abſurdity, the Koran contains ſome little morality ; 
but let it be remembered, that a Chriſtian monk 
and a Jew were among the cloſe friends of Maho- 


nmnnet, and we ſhall then know how to account for the 


phenomenon, I refer my reader to the Koran for 
the truth of this brief ſtatement of irs doctrines. 
The hiſtory of the Eaſt will ſatisfy any inquirer of 
the means by which' Mahometaniſm was Propen e we! 
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The n does BN mention that Mahomet had 
performed any miracle in the preſence of all the 
People; therefore it appears on the face of the book that 
they had'only his word for his being ſent from God. 
But is this the account the Bible gives of the Moſaic 
and Chriſtian revelations ? Surely it is very different. 
It is there recorded, that when Moſes was called, he 
expreſſed the greateſt re luctance to go to the children 
of Iſrael *. He ſays, Behold, they will not be- 

e lieve me, nor kearken unto my voice; for they 
de will ſay, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.” 
And even after his rod had been turned into a ſer- 
pent before him, and the ſerpent into a rod again, hje 
is unwilling to undertake the office of delivering 
his brethren. He endeavours to excuſe himſelf by 
ſaying that he is not eloquent; and further he ſays, 


© «. O my Lord, ſend, I pray thee, by the hand of him 


«© whom thou wilt ſend.” He is then informed that 
Aaron his brother ſhould be with him, and that God. 
ſhould teach them what they ſhould do; and that 
Moſes ſhould take the rod in his hand, wherewith he 
ſhould Solas. © > 
Moſes no longer 8 when 5 is told that he 
can give the children of his people proofs of his miſ- 
fion : He obeys; ; © and the ſigns were 1 in the 
fight of the people, and the people believed. \ 
The ſubſequent aecount of the ſigns = wonders 
diſplayed on the land of Egypt, ſhows that they were 
of the moſt. public nature, as was the paſſage of the 


ET - Exodus, iv. , 


-£ ; 
- — a 
* 
1 * 


i. 49 a1 

Red Sea, and the giving of the law from Mount Si- 
nai; where it is ſaid ®, that ©* al! the people ſaw the 
e thunderings and the lightnings, and the noiſe of 
the trumpet, and the mountain ſmoking: And 
„ when the people ſaw it they removed, and ftood 
« afar off; and they ſaid unto Moſes, Speak thou 
«© with us, and we will hear, but let not God ſpeak 
with us, leſt we die.” The ſcriptural account of 
the Goſpel diſpenſation is, that it was confirmed by 
numberleſs miracles, wrought in public f. Let us 
now conſider the evidence which we have, at this 
day, of the truth of the Scriptures. | 

It is allowed on all hands that we have no authen- 
tic accounts of the Aſſyrian, Egyptian, Chaldean, or 
Perſian empires, tranſmitted to us by hiſtorians of 
theſe reſpective countries, excluſive of the hiſtorie 
part of the Bible. To the Grecian writers we are 
indebted for the little recorded of them. Herodo- 
tus, the firſt proſe writer of the Greeks, lived above 
a thouſand years after Moſes; therefore we cannot 
have the teſtimony of cotemporary writers, to confirm 
or confute the Moſaic hiſtory. The Jews were little 
known to the Greeks until the time of Alexander and 
his ſucceſſors. It is well known that Alexander en- 
tered Jeruſalem, ſacrificed at the temple, and allowed 
the Jews the free exerciſe of their religion . After 
his death they were occafionally under the dominion 
of the Egyptians and Syrians, and ſometimes were 


', 


' 
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+ See the Gdſpels and Acts of the Apoſtles, Hof im. 


2 See * 8 Antiquities. 8 
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free, until they at laſt became ſubje& t. to hs Ro- 
mans, in the days of Pompey, very ſhortly. before 


25 the coming of Chriſt. 


The darkneſs in which the hiſtory of Fs, ancient 
Eaſtern empires 1s involved, is ſo great, that Sir 
Iſaac Newton, in his Chronology, has been obliged 
to have recourſe to the hiſtory of the Bible, to throw 


light on theſe remote events. 


It is a ſtrong argument for the truth of the hiſ- 


tory of the Bible, that, at the period when all other 


countries were ignorant of the true principles of 


good government, and ſubject to the capricious will 
of ferocious tyrants, the Jews alone enjoyed the bleſſ- 


ings of a well conſtituted government. The civil 
conſtitution of that government has. deſcended to 


us; and I will venture to aſſert, that the wiſdom of 
futurity has not been able to deviſe one more calcu- 


lated: for the happineſs of the people, and for effici- | 
ent defenſive vigour in the ſtate. Their ſuperiority 
in true religious knowledge muſt be manifeſt to any 


perſon acquainted with the horrid, idolatrous prac- 


tices of all the reſt of the world at that time. To 
what then can we attribute the ſtrange phenomienon 
of the Jews ſo far excelling the reſt of the world in 
civil and religious knowledge? Is it poſſible to ac- 
count for it on any other ground than this, that their 
law was given as their hiſtory records? The cere- 
monial part of that law was moſt wiſely calculated 
to keep them ſeparate from the idolatrous nations 


which ſurrounded them, but was extremely burden- 
0 ſome and expenſive. It appears impoſſible to ac- 


count 


#1 
count for their nd originally ſubmitted to ſo 
heavy a burden, or for their ſcattered poſterity to 

this day obſerving as many of theſe ceremonies, as 
they are by their law permitted, out of Jeruſalem, on 
any other ſuppoſition than that their fathers received 
the commandments in the manner related. If a pa- 
rallel inſtance can be adduced in the hiſtory of man- 
kind, I will then, and not till then, allow that there : 
is no force in the argument, 

Although theſe conſiderations are ſtrong, yet there 
are much ſtronger to be inſiſted on. 

In every page of the New Teſtament there is re- 
ference made to the Old. To prove this fully, would 
be to tranſcribe almoſt the entire New Teſtament : 
Any man may fatisfy himſelf by opening it in any 
part. Chriſt, in his controverſies with the Jewiſh 
doctors, appeals conſtantly to the writings of the Old 
Teſtament. He quotes Moſes and David, and the 
other prophets, as authorities. The ſame practice is 
uniformly adhered to by the Apoſtles, in the ſpeeches 
recorded in the Acts, and in their Epiſtles. Indeed 
every line of the New Teſtament ſhows that it pro- 
feſſes to be founded on the Old, which was merely 
preparatory to the Goſpel diſpenſation. It follows, 
that the Chriſtian religion once proved to be of di- 
vine origin, the truth of the Moſaic even will 

be fully eſtabliſhed. 
The argument for the truth of tha Chriſtian reve- 

lation is taken uſually from the completion of the 
| prophecies of the Old Teſtament, from the miracles 
by CINE and his Apoſtles, and from the 


propa 
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| propagation of the Goſpel, by inſtruments ſeemingly 


vnequal to the taſk ;z—this is called the external evi- 
dence. The nature of the doctrine of the Goſpel has 
likewiſe been inſiſted on with much force ;—and this 
is called the internal evidence, To theſe I ſhall add 
another argumeni—the completion of ſome of the 
prophecies of the New Teſtament. EE 

It is well known that the Bible was tranſlated i into 
the Greek language, by order of Ptolomy Philadel- 
phus, two hundred and fifty years before Chriſt; 


therefore the prophecies of the Old Teſtament were 


not fabricated poſterior to their alleged completion 
in Chriſt; and I might fairly commence with 'the 


argument from prophecy, which is prior in point of 


time to that from the miracles of the New Teſta- 


ment: But in order to avoid the cavils of Deiſts, 


who might aſſert, however unjuſtly, that I'argued in 
a circle, I ſhall begin with the conſideration of the 
hiſtory of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

There is no hiſtory of ancient times, which has 


| deſcended to us ſo well authenticated as that or 


— 


conſideration. 

The diſciples of Chriſt prencheg his doctrine in 
every part of the habitable world; and the writings 
of the Evangeliſts, and the Epiſtles, were circulated 
among all the churches; and large extracts were 
made from them, by different writers, even in the 
firſt century. | N 

To doubt this, is at once to ga in queſtion all 
ancient hiſtory, and to avow that aſſent is not to be 
Siren to any thing of which we have not ocular 

1 | demon- 


L333 
demonſtration. We have as much, or rather more 
'reaſon to doubt that ſuch a perſon as Julius Cæſar 
exiſted, or that he performed the actions afcribed to 
him, as to doubt the truth of the hiſtory of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles. That fo obſcure a perſon as the 
reputed ſon of a poor carpenter, and a few illiterate 
fiſhermen, ſhould propagate a religion, detefted, 
however unjuſtly, by their own countrymen and by 
the Heathens, without having recourſe to force; that 
this religion ſhould, in deſpite of the moſt cruel per- 
ſecutions by the Jewifh and Heathen governments 
and prieſts, prevail in every part of the world; that 
the inſtruments of eſtabliſhing it ſhould lay down 
their lives, ſhould atteſt their miſſion- with their 
blood; are facts that cannot be accounted for, except 
on one ſuppoſition that they were divinely com- 
miſſioned, and gave convincing proofs to the world 
by performing the miracles recorded. The truth 
is, that if the miracles, ſaid to have been wrought 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles, were not performed, Chriſ- 
tianity is a fiction; but the reality of theſe miracles 
has not been called in queſtion by the moſt invete- 
rate enemy Chriſtianity ever had to contend with. 
The Emperor Julian wanted neither inclination, op- 
portunity, nor ability, to expoſe any impoſture; if 
any there had been, in the religion of Chriſt, | But 
any perſon may convince himſelf, by opening his 
Works, that he has not dared.to deny the reality of | 
the miracles of Chriſt, He admits they were 
-wrought: But how? (Riſum tencatis ? ) He ſays, that 
Chriſt learned the art of magic in Egypt, and by that 
Df E means 
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my that no ſuch events could have taken Place. | , 
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means were his wondrous works performed ; that is, 
as Chriſt argued with the Jews, when they attributed 


the miracles he wrought before them, to the ſame 


| 


cauſe, the devil 1 is e to act againſt his own 


Thus it appears we have the reffliicily of the bit⸗ 


tereſt foe to Chriſtianity, to eſtabliſh its truth. As 


Julian lived in the fourth century, it muſt be granted, 
that, in all probability, there were then extant many 
collateral authorities on the ſubject of Chriſtianity, 
which have not deſcended to us. It is certain that | 
many bogks on the ſubje& muſt have periſhed when 
Rome was taken by Attila, and when the library of 
Alexandria was deſtroyed by the Saracens *. 

It is not improbable that Deiſts would deny the 
fact, that ſuch a perſon Is Chriſt ever exiſted, were it 


not that Heathen writers make mention of the cir- 


cumſtance. Tacitus lived about fifty years after the 
crucifxion, which he mentions to have taken place 
when Pontius Pilate was procurator of Judæa. He 
ſays but little of the Chtiſtians, except that they 
were accuſed by. the Heathens of entertaining what 
he calls malefica Superſlitio, a malignant ſuperflition _ 
and that Nero. threw on them the odium of having 


6 F 


* Wo it may not be dots to remark, that the þ iforic fag of 


Chriſt having performed his miracles, being admitted by an eden 
to his religion, who was well qualified to inveſtigate thè truth, © 


and who had eyery opportunity of ſo doing, it is rather curious that 


Mr. David Hume ſhould, Vourteen hundred years | after. Julias, 5 


write an elaborate metaphy/ical treatiſe, the object of f a8 o 


8 
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1 
ſet fire to Rome, of which nefarious act he had 35 
guilty. 

Pliny the younger was governor. of Bithynis, 
under the Emperor Trajan. The doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity had ſo early made ſuch progreſs even in that 
diſtant province, that Pliny ſays the temples of the 
Gods had been deſerted: The army and the tribus 
nals were filled with Chriſtians. He made every in- 
quiry into the nature of their doctrines and practices. 
He wrote to the Emperor, that all he could diſco» 
ver, even from thoſe who, through fear of death, 
burned incenſe to the Emperor's image, and blaſs 
phemed the name of Chriſt, was, that the ſum of 
their fault, or their error, as he calls it, was, that they 
uſed to aſſemble before day, and ſing a hymn to 
Chriſt as to God ; that they bound themſelves by an 
oath not to ſteal, rob, or commit adultery, and to be 
faithful to their engagements. This Heathen go- 
vernor confeſſes that he Had the inhumanity to put 
women to the torture to diſcover the truth, and that 
he had ſent all to execution who barely acknowledged 

they were Chriſtians; although it appears from his 
| own account they were the beſt Wen in his pro- 
vince. 

Thus it appears we have a teſtimony of 
Heathen writers for the truth of the evangelical 
account of the crucifixion, of the widely- extended 
propagation of the Goſpel, as recorded in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and of the cruel treatment which 
Chriſt foretold his virtuous followers ould: erpe· 


rience from their enemies. 
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There is | ather Heathen writer who. records a 
ane too remarkable to be paſſed over. 
The Emperor Julian undertook to give the world 


a proof of the falſity of the Chriſtian religion, by re. 


building the temple at Jeruſalem for the purpoſe of 


eſtabliſhing the Jews in the exerciſe of their religion, 


which Chriſt and his apoſtles had declared to be 


for ever abrogated, except the moral part. Ammi- 


anus Marcellinus, an Heathen hiſtorian, relates that 
balls of fire burſt from the earth, and overturned the 
workmen, their implements, and the materials for 


building. The deiſtical Gibbon, in his Decline 


and Fall of the Roman Empire, is much aſtoniſhed 
that ſo grave and faithful an hiſtorian ſhould record 
this ſact; but he cannot prove its falſity; nor is it 


poſſible to believe that Ammianus, an enemy to 


Chriſtianity, ſhould give it a place in his hiſtory, had 


it not been atteſted to him in ſuch a manner as that 


it was impoſſib ble for him to refuſe his aſſent. 

It has never been denied that the evangelical ac- 
count of Chriſt and his apoſtles, as far as relates to 
their education and circumſtances in the world, is 
true. It is hiſtoric fact that the Chriſtian religion 
trivmphed over the inveterate prejudices and perſe- 
cutions of Jews and Heathens. It is totally incom- 
prehenſi ble how this great event ſhould happen by 


the mere perſonal power of twelve or thirteen indivi- 


duals, uninveſted with the ſmalleſt temporal autho- 


rity. They brought no armies into the field; they 


had no revenues; on the contrary, they were in the 
moft indigent circumſtances, They were hated and 
| | ppreſſed 
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oppreſſed by all the powers of the world; 1 hey had 
alſo to cope with the prejudices and vices of men. 
They ſtrictly required their followers, that, denying 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, they ſhould hve, 
righteoully, ſoberly, and godly. They were ex 
amples of ſtrict purity of life to all men; and they 
ſuffered the moſt dreadful tortures, and death it- 
ſelf, in confirmation of their apoſticſhip. Under 
theſe circumſtances it plainly appears impoſſible 
that they ſhould have made one proſelyte to a re- 
ligion, deſpiſed and perſecuted, which required ſuch 
ſtrict ſelf-denial, had they not been able to give the 
moſt irrefragable proofs of their miſſion from God, 
by doing works evidently beyond mere human „ 
The converſion of St. Paul, from a perſecutor to 
an Apoſtle of Chriſt, is a remarkable proof of the 
truth of Chriſtianity. It appears that he was the moſt 
bitter enemy to the Chriſtians; he was conſenting, as. 
he expreſſes it himſelf, to the death of Stephen, and. 
kept the clothes of thoſe who ſtoned him; he was 
commiſſioned by the high- prieſt to perſecute the 
Chriſtians; he was ſuddenly converted, and preached 
Chriſt. It cannot be ſuppoſed that be could be un- 
der the influence of deluſion; he was a very learned 
man, as his Epiſtles ſtill extant prove; he was not an 
hot- headed enthuſiaſt labouring under error, for hen 
the Roman captain was about to ſcourge him, he 
pleaded his privilege as a Roman citizen; and in- 
ſtead of rejoicing in perſecution, as ſome miſtaken 
ſectaries have done, to ſave himſelf from the oppreſ- 


ion 


1 * 3 2 
fon of his enraged countrymen, he refuſed to be tried 
| by them, and appealed to Cæſar. | 
I leave it to Deiſts to explain why Paul ſhould be- 
come a proſelyte to a doctrine he had abhorred and en- 
deavoured to deſtroy z why he ſhould expoſe. himſelf $ 
to the deteſtation and perſecution of his country= 
men; why he ſhould chuſe reproach, poverty, and 
labour, for comfort, authority, and eaſe, through any 
other motive than that related by himſelf. If any man 
will undertake to ſay, that the Epiſtles which go by 
his name are not Bond fide his, it is to be expected that 
ſome reaſon will be given for that aſſertion, otherwiſe ; 
it can be treated no otherwiſe than with contempt*. 7 
Thus it appears that the primitive Chriſtians muſt 
have had ſtronger evidence than the word of Mary or 
Joſeph for what they told relative to the miraculous 
conception, or they would not have believed. The | 
cavil, that © Neither Joſeph nor Mary wrote any i 
ſuch matter themſelves,” is ſcarcely worth an an- i 
ſwer; it was written by thoſe who were able to give 
convincing proofs of the truth of what they aſſerted. 
If it be impoſſible to account for the eſtabliſhmenc . 
of the religion of Chriſt by any means, except thoſe . 
which are recorded in the- Scriptures, VIZ. the 
power of God manifeſted in the miracles of Chri 
and anette it it is a matter of equal difficulty t 0 
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© Ste Lord Lyttelton on the Converſion and Apoltliilp * 
St. Paul ga ſhort work, moſt admirably reaſoned, to which the 
Deiſts dere never been Ae to wk 
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be ſolved how the doctrines of che Goſpel, and the 
pure morality of its precepts, ſhould ſo far excel the 


united wiſdom of Greece and Rome, 
It would open a large field of diſcuſſion to 1 
the vile corruptions which univerſally prevailed in 


the Heathen nations in their religious worſhip; to | 
detail their immoral, obſcen and cruel worſhip of 
their falſe deities; their women proſtituting them-. 
ſelves as a part of religious worſhip ; their offering. 
up human victims to their idols of ſti. K and ſtone, 
and which horrible practices were ſanctioned by their 
ſeveral governments; and have, ſtrange to tell ! been 


the, ſubje& of panegyric to a writer of the e, 
day“. 
The groſs 3gnorance of all their a in 


religious truths of the greateſt import might be de- 


ſeribed at full length but the limits I have preſcribed 
to myſelf will not allow a full delineation of Heathen 
darkneſs. To have a full and conciſe view of it, it 
is only requiſite to read the firſt chapter of St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Romans, from the 25th. verſe to the 
end, and the full proof of his ſtatement, as collected 
. from Heathen writers, in their own words, and full 
diſplayed by the late learned John Leland, in his ad- 
mirably writte:: treatiſe on the Advantage and Ne- 
ceſſity of the Chriſtian Revelation, Suffice it to ay. 
that there was not a nation on the earth before 
the coming of Chriſt, except the Jews, where che 
moſt ſtupid immoral — was not ran. _ 


9 Cibbon—who ſpeaks of the aer e echelige. 
0 eſtabliſhed. | 
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ſtabliſhed by law; nor was there a ſect of philofo- y 


Phers, or even an individual one, who had any cer- 
rainty of light as to the nature and attributes of God, 
or that great ſanction of human actions, a future ſtate 


of rewards and puniſhment. 


I hope chere is no perſon, at this day, ignorant of 


the explicit declaration of the Goſpel on theſe | im- 
Portant ſubjects. 


The coneiſeneſs and plainneſs with which the reli- 
gious duty of man is there expreſſed, is moſt wonder- 


ful: © Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
_ thy heart, and ſoul, and mind, and tat and 


* thy neighbour as thyſelf. 2 
Ia like manner, the certainty of a BOT: Rate ! 18 


moſt copiouſly expreſſed in almoſt every chapter of 
the New Teſtament, 


The argument from prophecy now remains to be 
conſidered. I have already mentioned that the Old 
Teſtament was tranſlated into the Greek language 
long before the coming of Chriſt; therefore no man 
can ſay that the writings of the Prophets were forged 
after the coming of Chriſt. Independent of that hiſ- 
toric fact, there is another proof which cannot be 
-queſtioned;: we find that ſuch of the Jews who ſtu- 
-pidly attributed the miracles of Chriſt to the power 
of the devil, endeavoured to oppoſe the writing of 
their Prophets to his doctrines; but with the ſame 


; ſucceſs, for he applied the predictions of the Pro- 


ipkets relating to a Meſſiah to himſelf; and in fo 
doing, quoted their expreſs words; therefore the pro- 


phetic writing mult have been in exiſtence before 
wi „ £ 


him. 
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him. Now if theſe prophecies were of ſuch a nature 
that the expreſs time of the appearance of the perſon 
promifed, his deſcent, his office, his ſufferings, his ex- 
| altation, and many other circumſtances, were fo parti- 
cularly pointed out that they could nat apply, except 
to Chriſt, their completion in him is not only à proof 
of his miſſion, but of the divine inſpirations of Pro- 
phets, from Moſes to Malachi. To avoid making 
long extracts, I refer the reader to the following 
paſſages. in the Old Teſtament: Geneſis, xlix. 10. 
Daniel, ix. 24, 25, 26.—Haggai, ii. 6, 7, 8; 9. 
- Malachi, iii. 1.—Iſaiah, vii. 14. ; ix. 6, 7. 11. 4, 3, 
35 4, 5. 3 Xl. xlii. I. Iii. Iii. IxL Ixv.—Deuteron; xviii- 
15 .—Pſalm ii. xxii. xxxv. xli. 9. xlv. Ixviii. Ixix. 
| "us Ixxxix. cx.—Feremiah, xxiii. 5, 6. - Micab, 
. 2. Theſe references are but a few of thoſe which 
3 be cited, which relate to Jeſus Chriſt; but they 
are ſufficiently explicit. To quote all the ak 
relating to the hiſtory-of the Jews, and their ſubſe- 
quent completion, would far exceed the Ga of 
this work. 
The hiſtory of Chriſt, as recorded in the New 


Pot "og fully proves the exact completion of 


theſe prophecies, ſo exactly as to the time of his ap- 
pearance, his lineage, his office, his ſufferings and 
exaltation, that they cannot be applied to any . 
perſon. 1 
The prophecies of the New Teen have been 
in part fulfilled; part yet remains to be fulfilled. 
The Apocalypſe contains predictions of the ſtate 
of the church of Chriſt, from the time when St. John 
x} F 4. wrote 
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wrote it, in the iſle of Patmos, in the reign of Do- 


mitian, until the final conſummation of all things; 
however, ſo much has been fo evidently fulfilled, 
that commentators now find little difficulty in aſcer- 
taining the exact period of prophetic account in 
which we now live. Tt has been fully proved by Sir 
Iſaac Newton, Dr. More, Joſeph Mede, and Biſhop 


Newton, that the papal power is defcribed in the 


13th, 17th, and 18th chapters of the Apocalypſe, and 
that this power is to continue exactly twelve hundred 
and ſixty years; on the expiration of which the king- 
dom of Chriſt will commence. The eſtabliſhmenc 
of the papal power is dated from the year 606, when 
the Pope aſſumed the title of Univerſal Biſhop, and 
dedicated the temple of the Pantheon to the wor- 


hip of the Virgin Mary and the Saints. It is a re- 
markable proof of the truth of this interpretation, 


that a treatiſe grounded on it was publiſhed by a 
commentator, in the year 1701, in which he expreſsly | 
refers the overthrow of the French monarchy. # to | 
the very year in which it happened. | 

It is not to be omitted, that Chriſt foretold the | 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem before, the generation in 


which he lived ſhould paſs away; Matth. xxiv. It 


is hiſtoric fact, that this event took place in the reign 
of Veſpaſian; and that John, the beloved diſciple 
of Chriſt, was ſent into baniſhment by the fon af 
Veſpaſian. * 2 
There is another argument from the prophecies, 
both of the Old and New T eſtament, which 1 is too 
remarkable to be omitted. | 
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Indeed, 1 do not at preſent recolle& that any 
writer has inſiſted on the circumſtance ſo fully, or at- 
tributed that force to it, which it carries irreſiſtibly : 
I mean the completion of the prophecies relative to 

the Jews, in the ſituation wherein we ſee them at this 
day. 27 

The hiſtoty of the chat does not ib ele 
inſtance of a people, diſperſed into every quarter of 

the globe, and remaining for more than ſeventeen 
bundred years in the midſt of all nations, and yet un- 
mixed with any. When the Roman empire was 
overturned by the barbarians, the victors and van- 
quiſhed every-where coaleſced. In this country, the 
| deſcendants of Britons, Picts, Scots, Romans, Saxons, 
Danes, and Normans, form one people; but over 
every inhabited part of the globe, the Jews continue, 
for ſo many centuries, a ſeparate people - an exiſting 
proof to the world of the truth of the prophetic writ- 
ings of the Old and New Teſtament; and thus will 
they continue until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come; when the ſame writings affirm they will be 
collected from every nation, 1 they are now 
diſperſed. 

The peculiar circumſtances of this people, a ſtand- 
ing miracle to all the world; the treatment they have 
met with at different periods, their being a by- word 
among the nations, their never obtaining. a fixed 
ſettlement in any part of the world, have been fore- 
told by their own prophets; and no earthly cauſe 
can be aſſigned for their not eoaleſcing with any f 
the People among whom they dwell. If it be aſſerted 
„ 5 F 2 | thar 
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that their continuing ſeparate is owing to their ob- 
1 ſervance of the Moſaic law, that is merely begging 
1 © the queſtion, for the difficulty ſtill recurs, why they 
Nl do ſo; why they, of all people, ſhould adhere ſo per- 
tinaciovly to their paternal cuſtoms, and continue 
ſeparate in the midſt of all other nations, when a 
ſimilar inſtance is NOS to be found in the diver- 
1 hiſtory of man. | 
They exhibit to the nde mind, a bun eek 
| of the Moſaic diſpenſation, by their obſervance of 
his laws, to this hour. Their actual ſituation has been 
foretold by the prophetic writers in the Old Teſta- 
ment, particularly by Moſes and Iſaiah, by the Evan- 
geliſts, and by St. Paul in his Epiſtles; and the event 
irrefragably confirms the predictions. 

I have now endeavonred to give a brief abſtra& of 
| the evidences for Chriſtianity, from hiſtoric fact, from 
F the ſuperiority of its dofrines, and from the com- 
pletion of propheey ; and truſt, I have ſhown that 

belief in Revelation is founded on deductions from 

[ reaſon, that there is a maſs of evidence fully ſufficienr 
mn to convince any unprejudiced mind that will apply 

Fil | to a full conſideration of the ſubject. we 

If I have ſucceeded in this attempt (as I think I. 

have), it follows neceffarily that Mr. Paine's objections 

i fall to the ground, and I might bring this work to a 

| ſpeedy cloſe; but having heard ſore men extol Mr. 

\ _ + Paine's Age of Reaſon as the beſt written book they 

had met with, I ſhall, on that very account, pro- 
ceed to a further conſideration of his moſt remark - 


ple aſſertions, and I pledge wytelf to conviet him 
of 
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of ignorance of his ſubject, and of the groſſeſt miſ- 

ſtatement. It is with reluctance I enter on this taſk, 

not on account of any apprehended difficulty in the 
undertaking, but the diſguſt which I muſt OY 


; feel | in the performance. | | 4 
Mr. Paine endeavours to account for he cre- 


dit that was given to the ſtory of Jeſus Chriſt be- 


<« ing the ſon of God, from the circumſtance of the 


« Heathen mythology having {till ſome faſhion and 


c repute in the world; for that all the extraordinary 
« men that lived under the Heathen mythology 


« were reputed to be the ſons of ſome of their gods.” - 


He further ſays, that the Jews, who had kept 


« ſtrictly to the belief of one God, and no more, and 
ce who had always rejected the Heathen mythology, 
e never credited the ſtory.” All this is extremely 
childiſh; the Heathen mythology was firmly be- 
lieved by almoſt all the world at the coming of Chriſt, 


and even for ſome conſiderable time after. The 


95 writings and belief of that profound ſtateſman and able 


hiſtorian, Tacitus, give a full proof of this fact; but 


not an hundredth or a thouſandth part of the great 
men who lived under that mythology, were reputed 


to be ſons of ſome of their gods, but only ſome Who 


lived in remote and fabulous antiquity; for we know 
the contempt which Alexander drew on himſelf, from 


the Macedonians, above three hundred years before 


| the birth of Chriſt, for pretending to be the ſon f 


Jupiter Ammon : And although Auguſtus, Tiberius, 


&. arrogated divine honours, they did not ſay that 


any god was their father; they derived their claims 
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| . A n Confultum—in plain Fs from 4 


decree of the Roman ſenate... 
When Mr. Paine ſays that the Jews never . 


_ - the ſtory, he ſeems to be ignorant that the firſt con- 


verts to Chriſtianity were Jews; for although the ma- 
Jority of that people did not believe, yet very many 


thouſands did. The credit which the primitive 
"Chriſtians gave to this ſtory; as Mr. Paine calls it, | 


was owing, to the powers which the  Apoſiles dif- 
played 3 in confirmation of it. | | 
This very accurate Mr, Paine is next pleaſed to far, 


that ce The trinity of Gods was no other than a re- 


« duCtion of the former plurality, which was rwenty 
ce or thirty thouſand. The ſtatue of Mary ſucceeded. 
<« the ſtatue of Diana of Epheſus. The deification 
ce of heroes changed into the canonization of ſaints.” 


| Surely no man can at this day be ignorant, that the 


Chriſtian doctrine expreſly ſays, that there is but one 
God, although it reveals the union of three perſons 


in the Godhead : Certainly it is above human reaſon 
to comprehend the manner of this union; but, I. 
believe, few people doubt that they have a ſoul, be- | 


cauſe they cannot comprehend how it is united 0 
the body. The abominable practice of worſhipping. 
the images of Mary, and of the ſaints, is not charge- 
able on Chriſtianity, for the Scriptures expreſly forbid , 
idolatry ; ; nor was there any thing of the. kind prae- 


tiſed for ſome centuries after Chriſt; therefore the 
 abominations of the Greek and Roman churches are. 
not to be attributed to the religion of Chriſt, nor is 


the © Chriſtian theory little elſe than the idolatry of the 
6 ND bo © ancient 
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« ancient t mythologiſth : tf it might; with as much 
truth, be aſſerted, that light and darkneſs are the 
fame thing. Mr. Paine is pleaſed to ſay, ©* That 
nothing he has ſaid can apply, even with the moſt ; 
e diſtant. diſreſpect, to the real character of Jeſus 
* Chriſt ; he was a virtuous and an amiable man. 
g ce The morality that he preached and practiſed was 
1 of the moſt benevolent kind.” 1 agree. with 7 
Mr, Paine as to the morality preached and practiſed 
by Jeſus Chriſt ; but he ſays, * That fimilar ſyſtems 
* of morality had been preached by Confucius and 
e ſome of the Greek philoſophers many years before, | 


ce by the Quakets ſince, and by 215 men in all 
Let 


* 


It is truly tireſome to read a ſeries of afferrions, ; in 
ſupport of which not a proof is attempted to be 
brought. Why has not Mr. Paine given us quota- 
tions from Confucius and the Greek philoſophers ? 
With the writings of Confucius I do not profeſs to 
be acquainted, nor do I believe Mr. Paine knows 
any thing of them, With regard to. the Greek phi- 
loſophers, I am certain he is completely ignorant of 

their morality, for otherwiſe he would have forborn 

ro make mention of them. Is this morality to be 

found in Plato, who, i in his Commonwealth, allows 
pæderaſy as a reward to thoſe who eſſentially ſerve 

the ſtate? Does he find it in the writings of the Stoics, 

who ſupported the doctrine of fate, as paramount to 
their gods ? Does he find it with the Epicureans, Who 
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latrous practice of - Socrates, the, wiſeſt of their hi- 

| loſophers! ? I will anſwer, that it is no- where to be 
found, nor can any man produce the paſſage in any of 
the Greek philoſophers' writings. 


When Mr. Paine mentions the morality of the 
Quakers, is he ignorant that George Fox was the 


founder of that ſect, above / xteen hundred years al- 
ter the birth of Chriſt; and that they profeſs them- 
ſelves to be Chriſtiaos? The expreſſion, of good men 
in all ages preaching this morality, is ſo vague, that 


there is no knowing the meaning of the author. How- 


ever, Mr. Paine is pleaſed to ſay, that “ the Chriſ- 


ce tian morality has never been exceeded; but he has 
totally failed in ſhowing that it has been equalled. 
The reſurrection and aſcenſion are next attacked, 
and called a © wretched contrivance,” Mr. Paine 
ſays, that © A thing which every body is required 
ce to believe, requires that the proof and evidence of 
ce it ſhould be equal to all and univerſal ;” then, 
according to this opinion, it is neceſſary that the re- 
ſurtection and aſcenſion ſhould have taken place, not 


only in the view of all Jeruſalem, but of every perſon 
who has lived ſince the time of Chriſt's. appearance; 


no matter what evidence we have at this day, we 
ought to have a clear demonſtration. Truly it 
ſhould ſeem that the Almighty muſt every day give 
2 preternatural proof of the truth of his word, until 
— 3 is a departure from the law of nature ſhall ſeem 
to be a law of nature. May it not juſtly. be replied 
to ſuch arrogant demands, in the words of Chriſt 
himſelf, They h:ve Moſes end the Prophets: If they 
2 | hear 


rea 


bear not them, neither will they believe, though one 755 
from the dead. I he evidence for the reſutrection of 
Chriſt is ſufficiently ſtrong to convince any unpreju- 
diced mind, as has been ſhown already. It was ſtrong, 
enough to convince many thouſands of the Jews, for 
inſtead. of only © eight. or nine perſons” being wit- 
neſſes of this great event, St. Paul, who is rather 
better authority than Mr. Paine, ſays that * Chriſt 
e roſe the third day according to the Scriptures; that he 
<< was ſeen of Cephas ; then of the twelve. After that he 
ce was ſeen of above five hundred brethren at once; of 
ehm the greater part remain unto this: preſent, but 
. 6 * ſome are fallen aſleep. After that be was ſeen of 
James; then of all the Apoſtles; and laſt g. all he 
& was ſeen of me, as of one born out of due time.” Mr. 
Paine ſays,. That the beſt ſurviving . we 
6 now have reſpecting this affair is the Jews. They 
are regularly deſcended from the people who lived 
ce in the times this reſurrection and aſcenſion is ſaid to 
7 have happened, and they ſay it is not true.” No 
doubt there are many able men among the 7 
but it does not follow that they are excluſively quali- 
| Hed upon an hiſtoric fact ; there are many men in 
this country poſſeſſed of as much learning, as much 
mental acuteneſs, as any Jew. It is not eaſy to deter- 
mine what Mr. Paine means in ſaying, that they are 
the beſt ſurviving evidence, unleſs he means that theJews 
of the preſent day were alive ſeventeen or eighteen 
hundred years ago; for unleſs his words be taken 
in that ſenſe, the Jews are not ſurviving evidence, any 
more than any other men of the preſent generation, 
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except chat thbir preſent fate is a ſtanding proof of the 
truth of the Scriptures; ; and it is in this way only 
that they have been cited as a proof of the truth of 
the ſtory, as Mr. Paine is pleaſed to call it. 

Our learned author makes a compariſon between 
the Heathen-ſtory of the giants making war againſt 
& Jupiter, and a ſtory of the Chriſtian mythologiſts, 
ce who, he ſays, tell that their Satan made war againſt 
« the Almighty, who defeated _ and een 
A him in a pit.” 

Mr. Paine has here made a ling ina I take. 
It for granted, that, by the Chriſtian mythologilts, 
he means the Apoſtles of Chriſt, Now although 
MiLTox, in his Poem of PARADISE Lost, has, in 
very poetical language, told us a long ſtory of 
Satan making war againſt God, and of his be- 
Ing © ſhut in a pit;” yet this circumſtance is not 
mentioned in Scripture, All that we read there on 
this ſubject, is to be found in the 2d Epiſtle of St, 
Peter, in the Epiſtle general of St. Jude, and in the 
Book of Revelations, St. Beter ſays, God ſpared 
not the angels that ſinned, but caſt them down to. 
hell; and delivered them in aq of darkneſs to be 
reſerved unto judgment. t. Jude, in exhorting 


Chriſtians to obedience, ha them, that << the 


« Lord having ſaved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
" afterward deſtroyed them that believed not, And the 
ce angels which kept not their firſt eftate, but left their 
« own habitation, he hath reſerved in everlaſting chains, 
under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great day.” 
In the Apr We find, rhat 1 in the twelfth chap» 
5 9 B28 
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ter it is written: There was war in beaven + Michael 
and his angels Fought againſt the dragon, aud the 

dragon fought and bis angels, and prevailed not, 

neither was their place found any more in heaven ; 

and the great dragon was caſt out, that old ſerpent called 

_ the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; 


he was caſt out into the earth, and his angels were caſt 


out with him. And likewiſe in the 20th chapter: 


And I ſaw an angel come down from bea ven, een 
key of the bottomleſs pit and a great chain in his hand; 


and be laid hold on the dragon, that-old ſerpent which is 
' the Devil and Satan, and bound him a thouſand years. 
All that can fairly be collected from St. Peter and St. 
Jude is, that a number of angels had-diſobeyed, and 
were puniſhed : But there is no mention whatever 
of SaTan, or of him or them having made war; it 
is ſaid they ſinned, or kept not their firſt eſtate. 
In the Apocalypſe there is: But let it be remem- 

bered that this book relates entirely and ſolely to the 


ſtate of Chriſt's church, from the time of St. Jobn to the 


conſummation of all things: It is entirely prophetic, 


and the expreſſions are often allegoric. In the 12th 
chapter the church of Chriſt is repreſented under the 


ſimilitude of a woman clothed with the ſun; and the 


moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of 


twelve ſtars; and the perſecution which the church 
ſhould meet with, is repreſented as done by the dra- 


gon, that is, by the malice of the devil, and his 
agents on earth. The meaning of Michael and his 
angels fighting againſt the dragon, is nothing more 


nor leſs than the conteſts which the primitve Chriſ- 
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tians had with the Heathen power of the Roman em- 
pire, which worſhipped the devil; and Satan and his 
angels being caſt out, means the eftabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity in the empire, by the overthrow of Hea- 
theniſm; for heaven, in prophetic language, means 
; 3 and authority. Indeed this interpretation 
is confirmed by the verſes next to that in which Satan 
is ſaid to be caſt out: And I beard a laud voice ſaying 
IF in heaven, Now is come ſalvaticn, and ſtrengib, and the 
| kingdom of aur God, and the power of his Chrift, for 
1 the accuſer of cur brethren is caſt down, which accuſed 
them befere God day and night : And they overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their teſti- 
mony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
The laſt words evidently point at the ſufferings ® 
of the Chriſtians under the Heathen government 
of Rome; and they are faid to have overcome 
the dragon . The paſſage in the 2oth chapter 
plainly relates to the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom 
of Chriſt on earth; when he ſhall oh donn all RULE 
AND ALL AUTHORITY. | | 
This great event is not to take place until imme- 
diately after the deſtruction of Antichriſt; therefore 
the ſtory of ſhutting Satan into a pit, and letting him 
out again, is the n of Mr. Paine's _ 
Imagination. | 
Mr. Paine attempts to o be witty in mentioning the 
tranſgreſſion of Eve, and the Chriftian doctrine of 
redemption through Chriſt Jeſus, The ſtory of 


* Scc Joſeph Mede's Clavis Apocalyptica. 
: es 5 Satan 


— - + „ 


| GC 89:3; 5 
Satan being let out of the pit, is more than once re- 
peated with a ſort of triumph. 

But levity is not reaſoning. If ve conſider the 
ſituation. in which Adam and Eve are ſaid to have 
been placed, the teſt of obedience is appolite thereto. 
As they were alone on the earth, they could not 
tranſgreſs any ſocial duty, No teſt of obedience 
could be propoſed to them except a poſetive precept ; 
and the prohib on of eating the fruit of a particular 
tree is not liable to any ſolid objection. 1 believe 
no man will queſtion the propriety of God's requir- 
ing an obedience from his creatures; nor can it be 
ſaid that man can be juſtly rewarded or puniſhed, 
unleſs he be endued with the power of obeying or diſ- 
obeying. After temptation and diſobedience, the ſtate 
of man ſeemed totally deſperate: He could not 
make any effort to free himſelf from the penalty; for 
future obedience, could he have invariably paid it, 
could not do away his former tranſgreſſian. There 
ſeemed to be no alternative in place of the execution 
of the ſentence denounced to him; but God, in that 
tender mercy which true religion deſcribes as pre- 
ſiding over all his works, deviſes a mode of ſalvation 
from the power of death. His Son, in the fulneſs of 
time, takes our nature upon him, and expiates the fin 
of the world, 

There is nothing in all this to excite ribaldey and 
profaneneſs; nothing bur what has a tendency to 
produce gratitude and ſubmiſſion to an all-gracious 
God, whoſe thoughts are not as our thoughts, and 
whoſe ways are not as our WAys. 


We 


| 
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We have already ſeen that there is abundance of 
evidence for this faith ; and to make it the object of 
ridicule is to exalt ourſelves above God, and to pre- 
ſcribe to him how he ſhall deal with his Oe aa 
creatures. 

It may with propriety be remarked haves that ho 
ſcriptural account of Adam's tranſgreſſion, which 
was the unhappy conſequence of bis free agency, 
ſolves a difficulty, which the Heathen philoſophers 

found it impoſſible to account for the origin of 
evil: But we know from Revelation that it aroſe 

from man, corrupted in his nature by diſobedience, 

the fatal conſequence of his free agency. =: 
Mr. Paine next paſſes on to what he calls“ an ex- 
c amination of the books called the Old and the 
« New Teſtament.” 

He ſays, When the church mythologiſts eſtabliſh- 
« ed their ſyſtem, they collected all the writings they 
& could find, and managed them as they pleaſed.” 
Fhis kind of general aſſertion never can conduce to 
the inveſtigation of truth, and is therefore unworthy 
a reply. Mr. Paine ought to have been more ex- 
plicit, and told us who were the church mytholo- 
giſts, at what period they collected the writings, and 
in what manner they managed them as they pleaſed, 

But that this gentleman wrote at. random, appears 

from the following extract: Who the people were 
that did all this, e know nothing of ; they called 
© themſelves by. the general name of the Church, 
«© and this is all we know of the matter.“ 


One 


C81 
Ore thing is very plain, that Mr. Paine knows 
nothing of the matter on which he writes ſo dogma- 
tically. In a treatiſe, which profeſſes to be argu- 
mentative, he explicitly avows his own ignorance of 
the ſubject, and undertakes to affirm the ſame of all 
other men. 

In the beginning of his pamphlet he gave us his 
definition of Revelation, which he faid, when applied 
to religion, meant Gat ons, communicated imme- 
diately from God to man; but in the part of his 


book now under conſideration, he proceeds fur- 5 


ce ther with that ſubject, for the purpoſe of applying 


« jt to the Books in queſtion ;” that is, to the books 


of Scripture, For his purpoſe he defines © Revelation 
© to be a communication of ſomething, which the 
F© perſon, to whom that thing is revealed, did not 
c know before;” and from this he infers, „ that 


e revelation 7herefore cannot be applied to any thing 
4 done upon earth, of which man is himſelf the 


te actor or the witneſs,” Obſerve here the juſtneſs 
of the definition, and of the inference ! According 
to this ſtatement, every event which occurs, and 
comes to the knowledge of any perſon, is revelation 
every book a man reads 1s a revelation, if it commu- 
nicates ſomething he © did not know before.” f 
The firſt 'uſe of the mariner's compaſs was revela- 


tion; the uſe of gunpowder was. revelation ; the art 


ol printing was revelation ; in ſhort, every thing was 
and is revelation ; and yet, ſtrange to tell! © revela- 
tion cannot be applied to any thing done upon 
* earth, of which man is himſelf the actor or __ 
« witneſs ;* 
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« witneſs ;” and the fira] conſequence drawn 


from this bundle of contradictions is, that * con/e- 
* quently all the hiſtorical and anecdotal part of the 


ec Bible, which is almoſt the whole of it, is not within 


& the meaning and compaſs of the word Revelation, 
« and therefore is not the word of God.” It is truly 


aſtoniſhing that a man. who values himſelf ſa much 


upon his literary attainments, as it appears Mr. Paine 


does, from, his conſtant egotiſm, ſhould. ſo miſerably, 


expoſe himſelf, by ſending ſuch vile traſh into the 


world, which carries its on confutation. with it: 


But the triumph is not worth purſuing further. 


From metaphyſical aititudes, Mr. Paine deſcends 


to detail, and ſucceeds equally, He aſſerts, that 


te the account of the creation, with which the Book 
c of Geneſis opens, has all the appearance of being 


a tradition, which the Iſraelites had among them 


« before they came into Egypt;” and he proves his 
poſition by ſaying, * that the manner in which the 
account opens ſhows it to be traditionary, It be- 
00 gins abruptly. It is nobody that ſpeaks. It is 


_* nobody that hears. It is addreſſed to nobody. It 


e has neither firſt, ſecond, nor third perſon *. It 
has every crilerion of being a tradition. It has no 
© voucher. Moſes does not take it upon himſelf, 


* introducing it with the formality that he vſes 


+ 


on other occaſions, ſuch as that of, ſaying, The 


Tord ſpake unto es, fte 


85 This is the firſt time I have heard of any ſpecies of writing 


which has neither firſt, ſecond, nor third perſon. The diſcovery is 
afreſh proof of our author's ſagacity. 
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1- em truly diſguſted with ſuch — The 


hiſtory of the creation is written in the third perſon, 


as almolt every hiſtory. is; and the objections here 


urged againſt Moſes being the writer, will go to al- 
moſt every hiſtory being written by the perſon whoſe 
name it bears. For inſtance, Cæſar begins his hiſ- 
tory of the Gallic war with theſe words in the third 
perſan: Gallia eſt omnis diviſa in partes tres * 
« It begins abruptly. It is nobody ſibat ſpeaks. It 
ce ig nobody that bears. It is addreſſed to nobody,” any 


more than the hiſtory of the creation, which be- 


gins with theſe words: In the beginning Gop created 
the heaven and the earth ; and yet it has never been 
conteſted, that on this account the Commentaries 
were not really written by Ceſar, 

But Mr. Paine's diſcoveries are wonderful, © He 


ce js at a loſs to conceive why it has been called the 


40 Moſaic account of the creation. He believes that 
& Moſes was too good a judge 9 ſuch ſubjects, to 
& put his name to that account,” But before Mr, 


Paine makes any proſelytes to his belief, he muſt 


adduce better reaſons for it than his mere ipſe dixit. 
For my part I am fully perſuaded that Longinus 
i& much better authority, that he was a better ſcholar, 


and was better acquainted with the ſentiments of an- 


tiquity on this ſubject than Mr. Paine; and he, in 
his admirable treatiſe on the Sublime, makes men- 
tion of Moſes as the author of the 3 of the Seer 


* All Gaul is divided into 3 parts. 
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© witneſs ;' and the final conſequence drawn 
from this bundle of contradictions is, that * conſe - 


ec Bible, which is almoſt the whole of it, is not within 
the meaning and compaſs of the word Revelation, 
« and therefore is not the word of God.” It is truly 
aſtoniſhing that a man who values himſelf ſo much 


does, from his conſtant egotiſm, ſhould ſo miſerably 
expoſe himſelf, by ſending ſuch vile traſh into the 
world, which carries its own: confutation. with it: 
But the triumph is not worth purſuing further. | 


to detail, and ſucceeds equally, He aferts,, that 


a tradition, which the Iſraelites had among them 


poſition by ſaying, “that the manner in which the 
: c account opens ſhows it to be traditionary. 


upon his literary attainments, as it appears Mr, Paine 


&« the account of the creation, with which the Book 
« of Geneſis opens, has all the appearance of being 


« before they came into Egypt; and he proves his 


gins abruptiy. 


c 


It is nobody that ſpeaks. 


* quently all the hiſtorical and anecdotal part of the 


_ 


From metaphyſical aititudes, Mr. Paine deſcends 


It be- : 


F te 

nobody that hears. It is addreſſed to nobody. It 
has neither firſt, ſecond, nor third perſon *. Ic 
has every criterion of being a tradition. It has no 
voucher. Moſes does not take it upon- himſelf, 
by introducing it with the formality that he vſes 
© on other occaſions, ſuch as that of, ſaying, The 
Lord ſpałe unto M gfes, ſaying.” 


a 22 


L This | is the firſt t time I have heard of any ſpecies of writing 
which has neither firſt, ſecond, nor third en The diſcovery is 
afreſh proof of our author's ſagacity. 
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Jam truly diſguſted. with ſuch puerility\: The 


hiſtory of the creation is written in the third perſon, 


as almoſt every hiſtory is; and the objections here 


urged againſt Moſes being the writer, will go to al- 
moſt every hiſtory being written by the perſon whoſe 
name it bears. For inſtance, Cæſar begins his hiſ- 
tory of the Gallic war with theſe words in the third 
perſon : Gallia eſt omnis diviſa in partes tres * 
« It begins abruptly. It is nobody Utbat ſpeaks, It 
ce 7s nobody that bears.. It is addreſſed to nobody, any 


more than the hiſtory of the creation, which be- 


gins with theſe words: In the beginning Gop created 
the heaven and the earth ; and yet it has never been 
conteſted, that on this account the Commentaries 
were not really written by Cæſar. 


But Mr. Paine's diſcoveries are wonderful, © He 


ce js at a loſs to conceive why it has been called the 


$ Moſaic account of the creation. He believes that 
« Moſes was. too good a judge 70 ſuch ſubjects, to 
« put his name to that account,” But before Mr, 


Paine makes any proſelytes to his belief, he muſt 


adduce better reaſons for it than his mere igſe dixit. 
For my part I am fully perſuaded that Longinus 


id much better authority, that he was a better ſcholar, 
and was better acquainted with the ſentiments of an- 


tiquity on this ſubject than Mr. Paine; and he, in 
his admirable treatiſe on the Sublime, makes men- 
tion of Moſes as the author of the ien of the Cre. 
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ation, ien he quotes as an example af ſublime 
compoſition, 
Mr. Paine prates about the learning“ of the 
. Egyptians. Let him read the 1 5th Satire of Juvenal, 
who lived among them, and he will ne a full view 
of this enlightened ſtate. | 
But we have a novel piece of information con- 
cerning Moſes. Mr. Paine roundly aſſerts, that 
„ he Was not an Ifraclite.” Moſes tells us that he 
was the ſon of Amram, of the tribe of Levi, the ſon 
of Iſrael. Are we to ſuppoſe that Mr. Paine is 
better informed on the ſubject? 
With his uſual accuracy, Mr. Paine argues againſt \ 
0 the Bible being the word of God, becauſe the hiſtoric 9 5 
part of it gives a faithful detail of the vices of many 
men, of whom we have account; but this impartia- 
lity in the ſacred hiſtorians, is an argument for the au- 
thenticity of their writings. Although the Jews are 
| ſaid to have been the choſen people of God, there were 
many of them vicious monſters. But did their law 
| | | 1 aauthoriſe the practice of any wickedneſs ? It certainly 
| 


did not; and the vicious practice of the Jews is not 
to be imputed to their laws, any more than the wick- 
edneſs we ſee every day committed before our eyes, 

is to be aſcribed to Chriſtianity; or than the com- 
miſſion of highway robbery is to be attributed to 


the Act of Parliament which makes it a capital 
crime. 


* As Mr. Paine ſays he does not underſtand Greek or Latin 


he may conſult Smith's tranſlation of Longinus, and Dryden I 
> tranſlation of J uvenal. 


4 | | | Mr. 
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Mr. Paine is pleaſed to acknowledge, that © in 
the Pſalms and Book of Job we find a great deal 
« of elevated ſentiment, reverentially expreſſed, of 
Le the power and benignity of the Almighty ; but 
ce they ſtand on no higher rank than many other 
« compoſitions, on ſimilar ſubjects, as well before 
e that time as ſince.“ For this laſt poſition we 
have, as uſual, Mr. Paine's aſſertion, but not the 
ſhadow of proof: Not a ſingle inſtance 1s given; 
and the reaſon is obvious — becauſe none exiſts. 

He allows that the Proverbs are an inſtructive 
ce table of ethics; but they are inferior in keenneſs 
© to the proverbs of the Spaniards, and not more 
« wiſe and ceconomical than thoſe of the American 
« Franklin.” Is it not the groſſeſt ſtupidity to in- 
ſtiture this compariſon ? Who knows any thing of a 
publication of Spaniſh proverbs? Was not Franklin 
a ſincere Chriſtian, and well acquainted with the 
ſcriptural writings? But let any man read the 8th 
chapter of the Proverbs, and then point out the mo- 
dern writer who has produced any imilar paſſage, 
that will bear a compariſoa with it. 

The prophetic writings of the Bible are. 1 next 
object of Mr. Paine's feeble, male volent attack. He 


c 


* 


A 


ſays they are the work of the Jewiſh poets and itine= 
rant preachers, who mixed poetry, anecdote, and de- 


votion together. ta 

But of what moment is it halle they were or 
were not itinerant preachers or poets, if they were 
prophets, in the acceptation in which the word is al- 
ways taken at preſent, if they were endued with the 
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power of foretelling future events? Mr. Paine' has 
not attempted to prove that they were itinerant 


[+ 


« ſyllables as they ſtand in the book, and make a line 


preachers ;. nor is it of uſe in deciding the preſent 


queſtion, whether they were or were not. But his 
method of-proving they were poets, is really curious. 

In a- note he ſays, ** To ſhow that theſe writings 
«© are compoſed in poetical numbers, I will take ten 


cc of the ſame number of ſyllables (heroic meaſure), 


. that ſhall rhyme with the laſt word; it will then be 
. *© ſeen that the compoſition of theſe books is poeti « 
e cal meaſure.” | 


To prove that certain writings in the Hebrew 15 


guage are poetical, Mr. Paine takes ten ſyllables 


from the proſaic Engliſh tranſlation, and he makes a 


r hyme for the laſt word. O rare and accurate ſcho- 


lar! The philological and critical Coloſſus, Dr. 


Johnſon, was but a pigmy compared to thee ! 


The firſt inſtance produced is from Iſaiah, chap. i. 
ver. 2. which runs thus in the tranſlation : Hear, O 


| heavens, and give ear, O earth. Mr. Paine, for his 


purpoſe, writes it thus: ü 
Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth. He 

adds the word ye for his convenience. The next in- 

ſtance is from Jeremiah, chap. ix. ver. 1. The en- 


tire verſe runs thus: Oh that my head were waters, 


and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 


and night 'for the flain of the daughter of my people 


Of this elegant, pathetic exclamation, Mr. Paine 


takes the firſt ten ſyllables, and of the remainder of 
| the 


. : 
the verſe he makes a bombaſtic paraphraſe, in rhyme, 


in which he talks of eyes, flowing like the liquid ſkies, 


and of giving mighty Foods TOY and weeping Te 


for the human race. : 


Is it not plain, that, by Mr. Paine's criterion 1 of / 


poetry, every book may be proved to be poerical ? 
Is there a book in the Engliſh language, whether a 


tranſlation from any other, or originally written 


therein, from which ten ſyllables (more or leſs) could 
not ſomewhere be taken, and a rhyme made for the 
laſt word *? I mult obſerve here, that I do not mean 
to deny that ſeveral parts of the Old Teſtament are 
poetical : I know that the late learned Biſhop Lowth 
has written a treatiſe on the Sacred Poetry of the 
Hebrews; my object is only to expoſe the preſump- 
tuous ignorance of a man, who writes ſo dogmati- 
cally on a ſubject he does not underſtand. 
The inference Mr. Paine draws from all this 4% 


_ of learning, is, thar the word Prophet in the Bible 


means Poet, and that propheſying.means the art of 
making poetry. He inſiſts that © the word Prophet, 
© to which latter times have affixed a new idea, was 


< the Bible word for poet, and the word Prophefy= 


* By Mr. Paine's argument, I will prove his Age of Reaſon 


to be poetical: 1 will take eight ſyllables of his, and find a rhyme 
for the laſt. The words I chuſe are the following : Ns Tongs” 1 
< event to the Grammar-ſchool I did not learn Latin :* 


Though I went to the Grammar-ſchool, 
I nothing did but play the fool ; 

I could not get a leſſon pat in 

The crabbed language that” 'acalled L Lovin 
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＋ ing n meant ks art of making poetry.” To decide 
this queſtion, it is neceſſary to have a knowledge of 
the ancient languages. I do not underſtand Hebrew, 
but J have inquired of thoſe who do, and have been 
- informed, that the word which we tranſlate 70 propbeſy 
means 10 foretel. I have ſome knowledge of Greek and 
Latin, and know that in both theſe languages the 
words which we tranſlate Poet and Prophet have the 
diſtinct meanings, which we annex to them: The 
truth is, that they are both of Greek extraction; the 
ſeventy tranſlators ® have never confounded them one 
with another, and it muſt be confeſſed that they are 
better authority than that man who commences: phi- 
lologiſt without knowing am of the learned lan- 

guages. 

If Mr. Paine had dared a little 1 he 
wid have found that the word Song or P/alm in the. 
Bible tranſlation means Poem, and Singer. or Malmſt 
means Poet. | 

I ̃᷑ be next cavil is at the modern distinction of greater 
and leſſer Prophets: He ſays, they might as well tell 
©« us of the greater and leſſer God; but does not 
every man know that the Prophets are called greater 
or leſſer, in relation to the bulk of their reſpective 
writings ? Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, are 
called the greater Prophets, becauſe their reſpectiye 
books contain more pages than any of the other Pro- 
Phets, who are called the leſſer. 


* Vide Septionginis Crab paſſim. 


The 


1. 3 
The concluſion which Mr. Paine draws from his 
unfounded premiſes, is, that © Ir is altogether un- 

5 neceſſary, after this, to offer any obſervations upon 

« what thoſe men ſtyled Prophets have written. 

ce The ax goes at once to the root, by ſhowing: that 

« the original meaning of the word has been mif- 

ec taken: Whereas Mr. Paine has done nothing more 

than expoſe his own ignorance in idly attempting to 
exhibit the ſcanty pittance of learnifig he poſſeſſes. 
He triumphantly exclaims, © Thus much for the 
Bible: I now go on to the book called the New 
« Teſtament. The New Teſtament ? that is the new. 
c will, as if there could be two wills of the Creator.“ 

A freſh proof this of Mr. Paine” s flippant ignorance, 
Sure Jam, that the ſchoolboy, who could not tell that 
the word which 1s tranſlated Teſtament, means C 1 

| nant, would not be qualified for admittance into any = 


- 


of the Univerſities, but ought to be kept ſome time 
longer under the diſcipline of the birch. | | 
The next aſſertion is, that Had it been the object i | 


ce or the intention of Jeſus Chriſt to eſtabliſh a new 
« religion, he would undoubtedly have written the 
cc ſyſtem himſelf, or have © PR it to be written in 
ce his life-time.” | 
But what difference does it make whether Jeſus 
Chriſt wrote the ſyſtem of his religion, or that men 
properly qualified wrote it? The queſtion is not here, 
whether this religion be true or not ; let it be true or 
falſe, it is of no moment whether Chriſt or his Apoſtles 
wrote the account of his life and doctrine. If Chriſti- 
any be an impoſture, it ſignifies not who were guilty | 
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1 . 1 
of the forgery ; z If it be founded in eternal truth, the 
Apoſtles, who were inſtructed by the Spirit of God, 
were fully able to declare to man, and to write all 
things neceſſary for ſalvation, which the Evangeliſts 
have done in their hiſtories of the life of Chriſt, al- 
though Mr. Paine is pleaſed, in his uſual ſtyle of 
affertion, to call their books „ detached anecdotes: 
Alfter expatiating at ſome length on the circum- 
ſtances of the fe of Chriſt, our author mentions the 


Acts of the Apoſtles as an anonymous work, whereas 
the introduction of it ſhows that it was written by St. 


Luke; ; and then deſpatches, in a conciſe manner, the 
remainder of the New Teſtament, by calling the Re- 
velations a *© book of e and the Epiſtles << a 


L collection of letters; and ſays, the probability is at 


leaſt equal, whether they are genuine or forged. So 
then it at laſt appears, from this gentleman's own 


words, after all the abuſe Revelation has received 
from his pen, that the probability i is equal, whether a 
part of Revelation be genuine or forged, for no man 
at all acquainted with the Scriptures, will deny that 
the Epiſtles in every thing agree with the other parts 
of them, or that they have not always been quoted 
from the earlieſt days of Chriſtianity by all eccleſiaſti- 
cal writers. It is not true, that the Apocalypſe is a 
569 | book of enigmas; it is now well underſtood, and 
without it the Scriptures would be incomplete.” As 
the Moſaic account informs us man was created in 
the image of God, this book tells us, that finally 


. mankind will once more pay a perfect obedience«to 
the Creator: This wonderful revolution 35 not to take 
| | | 3 | place | 


| N 
plats until after the overthrow of bs Turkiſh empire, 
and the deſtruction of Antichriſt, when the kingdoms 
of this world ſhall literally become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever, 


Who, that conſiders for a moment, can avoid ſeeing > 


the completion of the prophecies. of St. John this 
moment? Have we not ſeen the vial of God's wrath 
poured out on France, a part of the ſeat of the beaſt? 
Do not the following words clearly point out that we 
are in that very period? © And the fifth angel poured 
© out his vial on the ſeat of the beaſt, and his Aingdom 
e was full of darkneſs, and they gnawed their tongues - 
« for pain, and blaſphemed the God of Heaven, betauſe 
© of their pains and their ſores, and repented not of their 
deeds.” Rev. xvi. 10, 11. Is there not every qp- 
Pearance of ſimilar events taking place, without delay, 
in every Popiſh country in Europe; and thus the 
prophecy being completely and entirely fulfilled ? 
We have now followed Mr, Paine's ſtrictures on 
the books of the Old and New Teſtament and have 
expoſed his ignorance of the writings he attacks, and 
the fallacy of his arguments. It is not a difficult 
taſk for any man to fir down and write at random, to 
give the world a conciſe collection of aſſertions on 
. the ſubje& of Revelation; but, thanks to God, al- 
though his word may be attacked, it cannot be over- 
thrown. _, There is no ancient book which carries 
with it fuch inconteſtable marks of authenticity as 
are perceptible | in the ſacred writings; none, from 


which ſo large extracts have been made by. number- : 
e Ee to Jr ny * 


/ 
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lels writers, ſince the firſt century: To deny its ge- 
nuineneſs is at once to decry all ancient authors, and 
to refuſe aſſent to any hiſtoric document of former 
times. Scepticiſm has not yet advanced to this abſurd 
length openly; but, in fact, when unbelievers argue 
againſt che ſacred writings, they, at the ſame time, 
call in queſtion the truth of all ancient hiſtory. 

It is not my intention to follow Mr. Paine through 
the remainder of his book, which is principally filled 
with an. account of his education, and with a ſhort 
ſyſtem of aſtronomy. I ſhall take brief notice of three 
or four paſſages that follow, and then haye done with 
him. 5 

The revelation which Mr. Paine admits to be 
made to man he expreſſes in the following words : 

e The word of God is the creation we behold; and 
it is in this word, which no human invention can 
ce counterfeit or alter, that God ſpeaketh univerſally 
© to man.” To the reflecting mind, the creation 
exhibits aſtoniſhing proofs of the power, wiſdom, and 
beneficence of God; but it does not, by any means, 
convey to the maſs of mankind any one idea with 
regard to religious knowledge; if it did, the South 
Sea illander, the American Indian, or the Hottentot, 
would be as enlightened on this ſubject as the moſt... 
Jearned European. All rations would poſſeſs the 
' ſame portion of divine knowledge, and the worſhip 
ol che Deity would be equally pure among all people; 
for all nations are naturally endued with equal powers 
of perception, and a man has merely to look round 


- 


L 

mim to nooner the wonders of the' creation; and 
(according to Mr. 2 to have a knowledge of 
ak word of God. + Res 

We have only to conſult the accounts of voyagers 
and travellers to be convinced that this word of God, 
appointed by Mr. Paine, is a very inſufficient guide 
in religious concerns, and far inferior to Chriſtianity ; ; 
the great doctrines and precepts of which cannot be 
miſtaken even by the moſt inattentive. 

To exalt his word of God above the Scriptures, 


Mr. Paine © recolle&s not a ſingle paſſage in all the 


« writings aſcribed to the men called Apoſtles, that 


« conveys any idea of what God is.” I will quote 


one paſſage expreſſed with a ſublimity that has never 
been exceeded : God, THAT MADE THE WORLD AND 
ALL THINGS THEREIN, SEEING THAT HE IS LORD OF 
HEAVEN AND EARTH, DWELLETH NOT IN TEMPLES 
MADE WITH HANDS; NEITHER IS WORSHIPPED WITH 


MEN'S HANDS, AS THOUGH HE NEEDED ANY THING, | 


SEEING HE GIVETH TO ALL LIFE AND BREATH, AND 
ALL THINGS; AND HATH MADE OF ONE BLOOD ALL 


NATIONS OF THE EARTH FOR TO DWELL ON ALL. 


THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND HATH DETERMINED 
THE TIMES BEFORE APPOINTED, AND THE BOUNDS 
OF THEIR HABITATIONS ; THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK 
THE LORD, IF HAPLY THEY MIGHT FEEL AFTER 
HIM, AND FIND HIM, THOUGH HE BE NOT FAR 
FROM EVERY ONE OF US: FOR IN HIM WE LIVE, 


MOVE, AND HAVE OUR BEING," Acts, xvii; 24;— 


There is no > book extant, in e the Almighty is 
791: 12 ſpoke 


8 a 
— ——— ̃ -ůuũdů—— 


{6:1 


ſpoken * in ſuch dignified terms (che Bible ex- 
cepted) as in the quotation above cited; many ſimi- 
lar paſſages from the New Teſtament might be re- 
ferred to, but it is not at all neceſſary ſo to do, as 
Mr. Paine's recollection appears to have been blunted 
when he wrote the objection laſt copied from him. 

This learned gentleman, who alffects univerſal 
knowledge, who is metaphyfician, hiftorian, critic, 
philologiſt, aſtronomer, mechanic, poet, and lin- 
guilt, favours us with a diſſertation on the Greeks, 
and the Greek language; and aſſerts that “ learn- 
e ing Greek is now became an uſeleſs drudgery, and 
<«'that the genius of a child is killed 5 the haven 

ee ſtudy of a dead language.“ | 

| With as much propriety might a man, - ow blind, 
deſcant on the comparative merits of the paintings 
of Vandyke and Sir Joſhua Reynolds, as Mr. Paine 
attempt to aſcertain the utility of a language, with 
which he confeſſes himſelf entirely unacquainted. 
This is a ſpecies of arrogance that is not eaſily 
_ Arrived at, and muſt be the joint produce of igno- 
rance and dogmatiſm; the cloſe union of which 
qualities is frequently een, in the ſame oy: 
951. have now en a review of the opinions of 
Mr. Paine on the ſubje& of Revelation, and have 
pointed out his mis-ſta:ements, his inaccuracy, and, 
Eber i worſe, his ignorance of the book he writes 
againſt. The reſult is, that as Chriſtianity has with 
Rood the aſſaults of unbelievers, from its propaga- 
tion 
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tion to the prefent hour, Mr. Paine's demi-culverin 
has not been able to make an impreſſion on any 
of the out-works ; and the fortreſs of the Chriſtian 
Faith is ſtill impregnable, and ſo will continue, 
EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. N : 


pb 
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A FRIEND has ſuggeſted the following ei. 
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which certainly has great force as an argument 

ad bominem, | 

 Amidft the abuſe which Mr. Paine has 5 5 
againſt Chriſtianity, he aſſerts that nothing he has ſaid 
can apply with dijreſpe# to the real character of Jeſus 
Chriſt; that he was a virtuous man, Sc. Now it is 
plain, that if Jeſus Chriſt was not the real character 
he ſaid he was, it is hard to conceive one more de 
praved; for to pretend to be divinely commiſſioned 5 
when not ſent by the Almighty, is the moſt daring ot 
all impieties. Jeſus Chriſt avowed himſelf to be 
God, and if he was not, he was an impoſtor (1 
ſhudder while I write the words); but, bleſſed be 
God, there is abundance of evidence to prove that 


he was, and i is, the Power of God, and the Miſdem oe 
God, 
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If Jeſus Chriſt was the virtuous charafter Mr. Paine 
es he was, all the declamation Mr. Paine has 
uſed againſt Revelation is truly Vox and preterea nil. 

Mr. Paine has the option to hang his Wag = 
either horn of the dilemma. Y 


THE END. 
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